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The art of Daniel A. Moore has be- 
come synonymous with some of the 
great moments in sports history, For 
over twenty years, his super-realistic 
paintings have captured the tradi- 
tion, the thrill, and the glory that is 
college football at its best. Now, 
fans can enjoy some of the artist’s 
exciting paintings while savoring 
their favorite hot beverages in these 
colorful and handsome collector’s mugs! 
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e Limited Edition Mug Set 
Mug Set #3 will be produced in a strictly 
limited edition of 5,000 sets 
e 12-Ounce Capacity 
Large—but not oversized mugs 
© Dishwater Safe 
The permanent, vivid colors are fired 
directly into the mugs’ ceramic glazing 
e Microwave Safe 
No metals are used in the image-making 
process, so the mugs are microwave safe 


COLLECTOR’S MUG SERIES SET #3 FEATURES THESE FOUR PAINTINGS: 


The Kick II Philip Doyle kicks a 47-yard field goal late 
in the game on this Third Saturday of October, 1990. 
The kick gave the Tide a 9-6 win over the Vols. 

The Gamebreaker Andrew Zow connects with Jason 
McAddley for a 45-yard TD just prior to halftime in the 
2001 Iron Bowl. Alabama soundly beat Auburn—31-7. 


Grand Finale This artwork commemorates Coach 
Stallings’ final game. He is cheering for Dwayne Rudd 
as he returns an intercepted pass for an 88-yard TD. 
Rebirth in the Swamp This great 20-yard TD run by 
Shaun Alexander in overtime gave Bama a 40-39 win in 
the Swamp as Chris Samuels helps clear the w 


New Life Art, Inc. * 3600 Lomaridge Dr., Birmingham, AL 35216 * www-newlifeart.com * 1-800-735-2787 
Applicable tax and shipping will be added to each order. Please allow four to six weeks for delivery. 
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Keep Up With The Crimson Tide! 


. Hotline 


Two Ways to Dial! 


1-900-226-2262 
(1-900-226-BAMA) 
or Toll Free at 1-800-390-5010* 


*Same Great Information. Same Cost. 
With our credit card system you can access the BAMA 
HOTLINE from hotels, pay phones, work, 


and 900 Line-Blocked numbers. 
VISA and MasterCard accepted. 
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Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone or rotary telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (Selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT after practices and 
Weekly updates (Selection 3) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays resume in March 
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Updates (Selection 5) by 8 p.m. CT Sundays and Wednesdays 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA SPORTS 
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Washington State the past 14 years, was intro- 
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December 18. Price has been very successful, in- 
cluding coaching the Cougars to a 10-2 record 
and a Rose Bowl berth opposite Oklahoma this 
season. Barry Fikes Photo 


Mike Price: 
New Coach Is In ‘Football Heaven’ 8 


Mike Price, 56, has spent the past 14 years at Washington State and believes that his career as a college 
football coach will end at Alabama. Price has agreed on a seven-year contract to be head football coach 


of the Crimson Tide. by Kirk McNair 
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This Has Been A Very Special Group 12 
Few, if any, Alabama football classes have been through more ups and downs than those who finished 
their senior season last fall. by J.E. Lisby 
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Terrance Meade is a four-year starting guard on Alabama’s highly-ranked basketball team, but Terrance 
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Wells Has Some Rebuilding To Do 16 
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siderable assets. by John Hayden 


Football Recruiting: 
Process Moves On Under Price 23 


Although new Alabama Football Coach Mike Price and his staff will have some work to do to wrap up 
this year’s recruiting class, most of those who had committed to Bama are expected to affirm their deci- 
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‘Tis the season for football honors, and 
Alabama's Crimson Tide, with a 10-3 record 
and nation’s third best defense and best of- 
fense in the Southeastern Conference, had a 
number of honorees. 

Representing the Crimson Tide on 
Associated Press All-SEC first team were 
sophomore offensive lineman Wesley Britt 
(Cullman), senior center Alonzo Ephraim 
(Birmingham), senior defensive end Kindal 
Moorehead (Memphis, Tennessee) and se- 
nior defensive tackle Jarret Johnson 
(Chiefland, Florida), who was also AP third 
team All-America. 

In addition to its four first-team selec- 
tions, the Crimson Tide placed three players 
on the AP second team, They are senior of- 
fensive lineman Marico Portis (Prichard), 
sophomore offensive lineman Justin Smiley 
(Ellabell, Georgia) and junior linebacker 
Brooks Daniels (Jasper, Florida). 

Britt, Moorehead and Portis were named 
first-team All-SEC by the league's 12 head 
coaches, who also selected defensive tackle 
Kenny King of Daphne, Smiley and Johnson 
were second-team picks, as was defensive 
back Gerald Dixon of Burtonsyille, Maryland. 

Named honorable mention AP All-SE 
were King, Dixon, and senior safety Waine 
Bacon (Fort Washington, Mar 

The 2002 Freshman All-SEC team includ- 
ed Crimson Tide first-year players middle 
linebacker Freddie Roach (Killen) and cor- 
nerback Charlie Peprah (Plano, Texas). 

Named to the 2002 Auanta Journal- 
Constitution All-SEC team were Smiley, 
Ephraim, Moorehead, and King. 

Smiley, Johnson and King were named to 
the College Foothall News squad 


Senior Bowl 

Four Alabama football players have been 
invited to participate in the Senior Bowl in 
Mobile on January 18 at Ladd Stadium in 
Mobile, although one of the invitees will not 
be able to play. Three defensive linemen- 
Jarret Johnson, Kenny King, and Kindal 
Moorehead-will play for the South in this 
year’s game. Tailback Ahmaad Galloway was 
invited to participate but will not be able to 
practice or play because of a career-ending 
knee injury he suffered in the fall. 

The senior defensive linemen anchored a 
Tide defense which led the SEC and ranked 
in the nation’s top five in both total yards 
(257.3) and rushing yards (80.2) allowed 
per game. The defense recorded a league- 
best 54 quarterback sacks. 


SCORECARD 


“These three talented individuals formed 
possibly the most dominant defensive line in 
all of college football in 2002.” said Senior 
Bow! President Steve Hale. “We're very ex- 
cited to be able to feature all three of these 
ouistanding Alabama seniors in this year's 
Senior Bowl.” 

Hale said that Galloway would be recog- 
nized at some point during Senior Bowl 
Week. 

King will be playing close to home. He's 
from Daphne, just across Mobile Bay. 


Starr Honored 

Former Alabama quarterback Bart Starr, a 
native of Montgomery who rose to national 
prominence in leading the Green Bay 
Packers to championships, will be the sec- 
ond recipient of the Davey O'Brien Legends 
Award, The Fort Worth, Texas, foundation 
will honor Starr at its 26th annual banquet 
at the Fort Worth Club on February 17. 

The Davey O'Brien Legends Award recog- 
nizes a quarterback who has made a signifi- 
cant contribution to the game of football, 
distinguished himself as an extraordinary 
leader, and demonstrates exemplary conduct 
and reputation both on and off the field. 

Starr retired from the Green Bay Packers as 
the winningest quarterback in the history of 
professional football. From 1956 to 1971, he 
directed the Packers to six Western Division 
titles, five World Championships and two 
Super Bowl victories. He won the National 
Football League’s (NFL) Most Valuable 
Player award in 1966, made six Pro Bowl 
teams, and won the league passing title three 
times. 

Starr was voted NFL Man of the Year in 
1969, inducted into Alabama Sports Hall of 
Fame in 1976, and, in 1977, was inducted 
into the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame and 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, 

Starr was the head coach of the Packers 
from 1974 to 1983. He is now a Birmingham 
businessman and active for his alma mater, 
luding serving on the Crimson Tradition 
Fund committee 

Each year, on the Saturday before the 
Super Bowl, Athletes In Action hosts the 
Super Bowl Breakfast where they present the 
Bart Starr Award to an NFL player who 
emplifies outstanding character and leader- 
ship in the home, on the field and in the 
community.” Starr and his wife, Cherry, co- 
founded Rawhide Boys Ranch in New 
London, Wisconsin. 

The Davey O’Brien Foundation was estab- 
lished in 1977. O'Brien led the TCU Horned 


Frogs to the 1938 national championship 
and was the first player to win the Heisman, 
Walter Camp and Maxwell Awards in one 
season. 


High Ranking 

Alabama was expected to have a good bas- 
ketball team this season. Alter all, the 
Crimson Tide won the Southeastern 
Conference championship last season and 
returned four starters from that squad, 
Among the returnees was SEC Player of the 
Year Erwin Dudley and National Freshman 
of the Year (now a sophomore) Mo 
Williams. And the Tide has an excellent 
coach in Mark Gottfried, last year’s SEC 
Coach of the Year, 

Still, Alabama has a very good basketball 
history. And so it was something of a sur 
prise that when the Tide achieved a national 
rank of number two in the nation in the 
Associated Press poll that it was the highest 
rating ever for Alabama basketball 

“L think its significant from a historical 
perspective in that it is the highest, and our 
guys should feel good about that,” said 
Gottfried. “Yet | think our players under- 
stand that it doesn’t really guarantee any- 
thing. And that's the perspective we need to 
have. 


Giday 

Craig Shipley, a native of Sydney, 
Australia, who played college baseball for 
Alabama, has been named to the Boston Red 
Sox top player development position 
Shipley, a 16-year veteran infielder in major 
league baseball, moved to Boston from the 
San Diego Padres, where he was a scout. He 
played for the Los Angeles Dodgers, New 
York Mets, Padres, Houston Astros, and 
Anaheim Angels 1984-99. 

Shipley played for Coach Barry 
Shollenberger on the 1983 Alabama team 
that went 46-11, won the SEC Tournament 
Championship, and was runner-up in the 
College World Series. 


Eight Is Great 

It was no surprise that Beth Vice was 
named the Most Valuable Player when the 
Alabama women’s team of Coach Rick 
Moody won the Six Flags Classic hosted by 
Texas-San Antonio in San Antonio, Vice tied 
an Alabama record by making eight three- 
point shots in one game. Vice and Jamilah 
Johns were named to the all-tournament 
team. 

Alabama also had two players named to 


Just The Thing If You Think About Bama Football 


You can keep up with the Crimson Tide every day and even take part in discussions of 
Alabama football, recruiting, and all other sports at www.BamaMag.com The writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE provide daily information, answer questions, and dis- 
cuss the issues with you. Join the thousands who have already discovered BamaMag.com 
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the all-tournament team in the East Carolina 
Invitational, a tournament Bama lost to the 
host team. Sophomore guards Katie Sipe and 
Monique Bivins were named to the honor 
squad. Sipe was Bama’s leading scorer in 
both games averaging 15.0 points per game 
on the weekend, Bivins, who earned her first 
career starts at the event, made six three 
pointers. 


Basketball Streak 

When the Alabama women's basketball 
team defeated M{linois-Chicago, 80-72, on 
December 16, it was the Crimson Tide's 51st 
consecutive non-conference victory in 
Coleman Coliseum, a streak that dates back 
10 years. 


Academic Awards 

The 2002 Academic All-America Women’s 
Soccer team includes two members of the 
Crimson Tide, senior Kim Zarzour and ju- 
nior Katie Holtzaplel. 

“We're very proud of their performances 
on the field, but we're just as proud of their 
efforts off it,” said Alabama Head Coach 
Don Staley. “When we go out to recruit we 
like to talk about what good student-ath- 
letes we have here at The University. 1 
think this says a great deal about what great 
support the professors and academic center 
provide these athletes.” 

Zarzour, a Huntsyille native and member 
of the third team last year, is a Communi- 
cative Disorders major with a perfect 4.0 
grade point average and was named first 
team. She was the fourth leading scorer 
Bama. She also finished ranked [fourth all- 
time in school history in minutes played 
and sixth in assists. 

Holtzapfel, from Florence, Kentucky, made 
second team. She has a 4.0 GPA in Nursing 
and finished the season with 16 points on 
seven goals and two assists. She also led 
the team in minutes played and climbed 
into the school’s Top 10 in minutes played 
while finishing the season ranked eighth all- 
time in Alabama history with 18 career 
goals 


Another Good Finish 

In the final cross country meet of his col- 
legiate career, David Kimani did not disap- 
point, achieving All-America status with an 
11th place finish while helping lead the 
team to 28th place at the NCAA Champion- 
ships. 

Kimani ran a time of 29:48.0 on the 10k 
course in Terre Haute, Indiana, just under 
48 seconds behind winner Jorge Torres of 
Colorado, Fellow senior, Peter Kiprono was 
the next Tide runner to cross the finish line, 
doing so in 83rd place with a time of 
30:59.8, 

Freshman Tyler Stanfield came in at num- 
ber 176, Todd Fayant at 217, and Kevin 
McDonough at 240. 

Alabama freshman Peter Etoot was named 
SEC Cross Country co-Freshman of the 
Year. Etoot, the top freshman finisher at the 
SEC Championships with a ninth-place fin- 
ish, posted three top ten finishes during the 
season including a runner-up finish at the 
Crimson Classic. 

“Tim excited for Peter for the fact that he is 
a middle distance runner and to make the 
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transition to solid cross country is quite an 
achievement,” said Alabama Cross Country 
Coach Joe Walker. “I honestly felt we had 
two guys deserving of this award, with Tyler 
Stanfield being the other, but we're happy 
that one of them received the honor.” 

Etoot split the vote with the University of 
Florida's Daniel Parker 


Pickens Honored. 

Andreé Pickens, a two-time national 
champion who led the Crimson Tide to the 
2002 NCAA Championship last season was 
one of the nation’s elite seniors, earning the 
NCAAs Top VIII Award. She will be honored 
January 12 during the Honors Dinner at the 
97th annual NCAA Convention in Anaheim, 
California, 

Pickens is the second Alabama gymnast to 
earn this award in the past five years. 
Meredith Willard was Top VIII in 1997. 

Pickens, who finished her career last 
spring as a 14-time All-America and a two- 
time NCAA Champion, was also honored as 
the 2002 NCAA Woman of the Year for the 
State of Alabama and 2002 Southeastern 
Conference Athlete of the Year. 

Captain of the 2002 NCAA Champion 
Crimson Tide, Pickens earned Scholastic 
All-America honors as a senior as well as the 
Honda Award, given annually to the nation’s 
best gymnast. She is the only gymnast in 
NCAA history to earn five All-America hon- 
ors in two different seasons (1999 & 2002). 

Pickens was named the 2002 NCAA 
Regional Gymnast of the Year, marking the 
fourth year she has earned that distinction; 


and the 2002 American Award winner, given 
annually to the senior gymnast who best 
ents the ideal combination of athleti- 
academic excellence and civic respon- 


cism, 


Selected as the SEC Gymnast of the Year 
for an unprecedented third consecutive year 
as a senior, Pickens won the all-around, 
vault, bars and balance beam titles at the 
2002 Gymnastics Championships. She 
is the first SEC gymnast to earn four indi- 
vidual league titles in the same year. 


Coach Fran Charities 

Last year, Dennis and Kim Franchione 
founded the Coach Fran Charities, and six 
organizations in the state of Alabama re- 
ceived funds totaling over $33,000 from the 
organization. Since Franchione left Bama for 
Texas A&M there have been exaggerated re- 
ports of Alabama donors demanding their 
money back, 

Kevin Kaplan, who directs the foundation 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico, said there 
had been one request from an on-line donor 
for a refund, He also said anyone wanting a 
refund should write to Coach Fran Chari- 
ties, RO. Box 1969, Tuscaloosa, AL 35403. 
Kaplan also said one person had withdrawn 
from the Advisory Board. He also noted that 
Bart Starr and LaDainian Tomlinson, who 
played for Franchione at TCU, are continu- 
ing as members of the Board of Directors. 

Kaplan also said that at year’s end all re- 
maining proceeds from Alabama-alfiliated 
donors will be contributed to the Crimson 
Tradition Fund 


1976 Alabama vs. Ole Miss 
1971 Alabama vs. Florida 

1970 Alabama vs. Virginia Tech 
1967 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1965 Alabama vs. Vanderbilt 
1961 Alabama vs. Tulane 


Wanted To Buy 


ALABAMA 
FOOTBALL MEMORABILIA 


* Game Programs: Any Alabama-Auburn program 1970 and before 
Any Alabama-Tennessee program 1956 and before 


1960 Alabama ys. Tulane 
1959 Alabama ys. Houston 
1959 Alabama vs. Memphis St. 
1958 Alabama vs. LSU 

1958 Alabama vs. Miss. State 
1958 Alabama vs. Memphis St 


Also 
* Media Guides: Any Alabama football media guide 1961 or before 
* Team Autographed Footballs/Ticket Stubs/Bowl Game Programs 
¢ Autographed Photos/Sports Pages/Newspaper Clippings 


Call: (901) 759-1877 (Daytime) 
(901) 683-9485 (Evenings & Weekends) 
FAX (901) 759-1852 


1am a collector, not a dealer, so I can pay higher prices. Please 
check with me before selling your Alabama Football Memorabilia. 


Mike Price: 


New Coach Is In ‘Football Heaven’ 


by Kirk McNair 


Rose Bowl coach leaves 
Washington State for Tide 


mong the most prominent of 

Washington State alumni is venera- 

ble sportscaster Keith Jackson, for 
many years a fixture at major Alabama foot- 
ball games, Jackson reportedly had a dire 
prediction for fellow alumnus Mike Price, 
saying that it was a mistake for Price to ac- 
cept the job as head coach at Alabama, 
which Jackson described as a “black hole.” 

A case can be made for Jackson's point. In 
the 20 years since Paul Bryant retired as the 
Crimson Tide's head coach, Bama has had 
six men in that position. No major college 
in America has had greater turnover at the 
head coach's position in the past 20 years. 
And only one of those-Mike DuBose-was 
fired. One-Gene Stallings-retired after a 
very successful career. The others-R 
Perkins, Bill Curry, and, most recently, 
Dennis Franchione-found that the job was 
too big for the ents 

Now comes Mike Price, the 25th head 
coach in Alabama football history, to see if he 
can surprise Jackson and any other naysay- 
ers, He certainly made a favorable impres- 
sion when he was introduced by Athletics 
Director Mal Moore on December 18. 

If Price can live up to his goal he will be 
judged a success. Price said his goal is “to be 
the second best coach in the history of 
Alabama football.” Bryant set the standard 
for coaching victories, achieving 323 in a re- 
markable career that leaves him still a 
household name and generally regarded as 
the greatest college football coach ever. In 
his 25 years at Alabama Bryant had a record 
of 232-46-9, a winning percentage of .824. 

To be number two at Bama would be a 
considerable achievement. Number five 
wouldn't be bad. Hall of Famers Wallace 
Wade (61-13-3 in eight seasons, 1923-30) 
and Frank Thomas (115-24-7 in 15 seasons, 
1931-46) both had winning percentages of 
.812, and Gene Stallings went 70-16-1 in 
seven seasons, 81.0 per cent. 

At 56, two years younger than Steve 
Spurrier, Price has time to have great suc 
cess, Price will sign a seven-year contract at 
an undisclosed salary thought to be in the 
neighborhood of $10 million. 
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Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore (left) introduces Mike Pri 


football history on December 18, 2002. 


Price also said it would be an honor to 
walk the same sideline Bryant had, He added 
that he wouldn't be doing it the Bryant way, 
that it would be done the Mike Price way. 
He also defended his way. When it 
suggested his teams play finesse football 
whereas Southeastern Conference play is 
noted for an emphasis on physical defense, 
Price wondered if the television reporter 
asking the question had seen his team play. 
“The reason UCLA wanted to interview 
me for their job is because they want to have 
a team that plays like ours,” he said. “We're 
aggressive on defense. We get after it. We fly 
around. We will knock your block off. Our 
defense is awesome. You don't win football 
games without defense. That's what it’s all 
about. Football is a tackle game. We're going 
to run and we're going to hit like you've 
never been hit-within the rules of the game 
We'll have disciplined, sound special teams. 
“For the fun of it we'll play offense.” 


s the 25th head coach in Alabama 
Barry Fikes Photo 


Actually, Price’s reputation is based in 
great part on offensive success. This year 
Washington State averaged 436.8 yards per 
game, second best in the Pac-10, and gave 
up 338.8 yards per game, third best in the 
league. As a head coach he has tutored first 
round NFL drafi choices Drew Bledsoe and 
Ryan Leaf. His quarterback this season, 
Jason Gesser, completed 219 of 368 passes 
for 3,169 yards with 27 touchdowns and 11 
interceptions. As an assistant coach to Jackie 
Sherrill at Washington State he coached Jack 
Thompson, nationally-known as “The 
Throwin’ Samoan,” and at Missouri he tu- 
tored Phil Bradley, who went on to major 
league baseball fame. 

Price said, “We have fun on offense. We 
take chances. We throw the ball, But we will 
run, You have to run to win, We set up the 
run with the throw 

Asked the secret to his success with quar- 
terbacks, Price joked, “None of those guys 
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could throw it 10 feet until | got them,” He 
then said that the key is talent. “We recruit 
talent, and then we work with them,” Price 
said. He also said he is aware of one Alabama 
quarterback, sophomore Brodie Croyle. A 
few years ago Price’s son was evaluating 
quarterback prospects across the nation. 
That evaluation had Croyle number one. 


ice was hired away from Washington 
Pe where he has been head football 

coach for 14 years. He has coached the 
Cougars to back-to-back 10-2 seasons and his 
team this year is scheduled to play Oklahoma 
in the Rose Bowl on January 1. Ina mild sur- 
prise, Price said he would coach Washington 
State in that game, He added he would be 
taking “careful notes.” Alabama's second 
game next season is against Oklahoma. 

Price replaces Franchione, who made a 
surprise defection to Texas A&M four days 
after leading Alabama to a 10-3 record. 

Price is being replaced by his defensive co- 
ordinator, Bill Doba. Price said that some of 
his assistants are expected to remain with 
Doba and some are expected to come to 
Alabama. He said one spot on his staff 
would likely go to a current Alabama high 
school coach and that one would likely go 
to a former Alabama player who is in coach- 
ing. Is not unreasonable to assume that one 
spot will go to his son, Aaron, who is an as- 
sistant coach at Washington State: 

(The day after his statement that he would 
add a high school coach from Alabama to 
his staff, virtually every FAX machine in the 
ics department=not just the football 
as overloaded with resumes.) 

. who is universally described as “a 
players’ coach,” said that his staff will coach 
“with dignity and respect and positive rein- 
forcement.” He said the fans and alumni are 
important, “but the players are always first.” 

Price intended to spend the last couple of 
weeks in December forming his staff, re- 
eruiting for Alabama, and preparing 
Washington State for the Rose Bowl, He said 
‘one reason he is not concerned that he can't 
get everything done is that “recruiting has 
changed.” He pointed out that players now 
commit earlier, Alabama has some 15 play- 
ers committed and Price has already begun 
the process of contacting all of them. 
Following Wednesday's press conference he 
hit the road recruiting. 

Price said when he recruits he wants the 
best player, but only if he is also a tough 
player and a good student. Moore noted that 
Washington State has graduated 62 per cent 
of its players over the past four years. 


tice has only an average record. In 14 
seasons at Washington State he has 


compiled an 83-77 record. But that 
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THE MIKE PRICE FILE 


PLAYING/COACHING 

December 17, 2002 NaAmeD HEAD Foorsatt Coacn, THE UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA 
1989-2002 Head Football Coach, Washington State (83-77) 

1981-88 Head Football Coach, Weber State (46-44) 

1978-80 Quarterbacks/Receivers Coach, Missouri 

1974-77 Running Backs Coach, Washington State 

1971-73. Offensive Coordinator, Puget Sound 

1969-70 Graduate Assistant, Washington State 

1967-68 Player, Puget Sound (Captain, 1968) 

1965-66 Player, Washington State 

Honors: 1992, Pac-10 Coach of the Year, Finalist National Coach of the Year 


1997, Pac-10 Coach of the Year, National Coach of the Year 

Selected West Head Coach 2003 East-West Game (January 11, 2003) 
West Head Coach 1998 Hula Bowl 

West Associate Head Coach 1995 East-West Game 

Offensive Head Coach North 1993 Blue-Gray Game 


Bowl Experience: 
Head Coach 
1992 Copper Bowl: Washington State 31, Utah 28 
1994 Alamo Bowl: Washington State 10, Baylor 3 
1998 Rose Bowl: Michigan 21, Washington State 16 
2001 Sun Bowl: Washington State 33, Purdue 27 
2003 Rose Bowl: Washington State vs. Oklahoma 


Assistant Coach: 


PERSONAL 


Born: 

Bachelor's Degree: 
Master's Degree: 
Wife: Joyce 


Children: 


Washington State, 1970 


1978 Liberty Bowl: Missouri 20, LSU 15 
1979 Hall of Fame: Missouri 24, South Carolina 1+ 
1980 Liberty Bowl: Purdue 28, Missouri 25 


April 6, 1946, Denver, Colorado 


Puget Sound University, 1969 


Erie (35), Aaron (31), Angie (27) 


should be put into perspective. In 1997 
Washington State finished the regular sea- 
son with a 10-1 record and won the Pac-10 
title with a 7-1 record and played well in the 
Rose Bowl, losing 21-16 to national champi- 
on Michigan. That Rose Bowl trip was the 
first for the Cougars since January 1, 1931, 
when Washington State lost 24-0 to Wallace 
Wade's Crimson Tide. undefeated national 
champions. He was Pac-10 Coach of the 
Year in 1991, Pac-10 and National Coach of 
the Year in 1997, and has given Washington 
State three 10-win seasons, including the 
past two years. 

(Price can take comfort in knowing that 
each of Alabama’ last six coaches has been 
able to forge at least one 10-win season with 
the Crimson Tide.) 

Prior to taking the job at Washington 


State, Price resurrected the program at 
Weber State. A school that had not had a 
winning record in 10 years produced a 7-4 
mark in 1981, its first under Price. In 1987 
Weber State had a 10-3 record and reached 
the quarterfinals of the NCAA 1-AA playoffs. 
The 9-2 regular season record and 7-1 Big 
Sky mark are bests in school history. 

In the mid 1970s, Washington State had 
three head coaches in three years and all had 
Price on their staffs. He worked under Jim 
Sweeney, Jackie Sherrill, and Warren 
Powers. He then went with Powers to 
Missouri. 

“This job means more to me than you'll 
ever know," Price said. “There isn't a college 
coach in the country that wouldn't want this 
job. Its the premier job in the world and 1 
respect that and I'm taking it seriously,” He 
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said it had been a thrill to walk down the 
hallway with Joe Namath, the all-time great 
Alabama and New York Jets quarterback 
who was on hand for the announcement 
Wednesday. 

Perhaps without being aware of it, Price 
made reference to his predecessor. A 
Washington reporter asked Price about an- 
nouncing the decision to his Washington 
State team before having a press conference. 
Price said, “That's what you do, You don't 
handle it.any other way. They weren't going 
to read about it in the newspaper.” 
Franchione earned scorn for going to Texas 
A&M and leaving an assistant coach the job 
of telling Alabama's players they had been 
abandoned, 

But Price also had praise for Franchione 
and his staff, saying they had done a good 
job and that he expected Alabama's return- 
ing players to be fundamentally sound. 


the press conference announcing 
A 5 appointment, Price said the deci- 

sion fo accept the Alabama job was 
easy, “a no-brainer. It feels like a dream, I'm 
pinching mysell. | feel like I'm in football 
heaven.” The hard part, he said, was leaving 
Washington State, where he had spent 20 
years of his life and raised his family. 

“That's how much this job means to me,” 
he said, “To leave and start a new life.” 

He said his wile is a coach's wife and un- 
derstands, even though she will be leaving 
friends and a two-year-old grandchild. 

Moore interviewed at least three candi- 
dates for the job. Moore actually offered the 
position to former Alabama player and cur- 
rent New Orleans Saints Assistant Head 
Coach Mike Riley, who accepted the job, 
then forced Moore to withdraw the offer by 
asking for “more time to think about it.” 
Moore had also interviewed South Florida 
Coach Jim Leavitt and even continued an 
interest in Leavitt after Leavitt got a new 
contract from South Florida, (Alabama 
opens the 2003 season on August 30 against 
South Florida at Legion Field in 
Birmingham.) Moore made initial contact 
with Virginia Tech’s Frank Beamer, who said 
he was not interested in leaving Virginia 
Tech, 

Moore said, “It's amazing how things go 
back and forth in your head when you're 
trying to do this because you so desperately 
want it to be right. 1 wanted it to be right 
for the players who stuck with us.” Moore 
added, “I believe that it is.” 

The athletics director talked to Price early 
in the search process. On December 12 
Price was in Orlando, Florida, with his star 
defensive tackle, Rien Long, who was pre- 
sented with the Outland Trophy as the na- 
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tion's best defensive lineman. Moore flew to 
Orlando and brought Price back to 
Tuscaloosa to tour the campus. The same 
airplane (owned by University Trustee Paul 
Bryant, Jr.) then flew Price back to 
Washington, waited in the area, and 
brought Price back as Alabama's head coach 
late December 17. 

Moore made a thorough search for a new 
head football coach. He talked to dozens of 
college and professional coaches and made 
particular use of Baltimore Ravens General 
Manager Ozzie Newsome, a former Crimson 
Tide star player. Moore interviewed a hand- 
ful of prospective candidates in person, 
Although Moore was a committee of one in 
selecting and hiring the new coach, he also 
sought the advice of University leaders. 
Bama’ athletics director also consulted with 
NCAA staff members and the Southeastern 
Conference commissioner to make sure all 
candidates passed compliance muster. 

But Price said that Moore missed one base 
when seeking opinion. “You forgot to ask 
my 90-year-old mother,” Price told his new 
boss. “She would have said I'm a great guy.” 

And Price added that his mother said "Go 
for it!” when told of his opportunity to go 
to Bama. 

Moore noted particularly the help of 

zzie Newsome in selecting Price. Moore 
said, “Ozzie helped in critiquing all the can- 
didates, and he told me that Mike Price was 
without question one of the best coaches for 
this job; and Ozzie noted that the best thing 
about Mike was his personal integrity. His 
ability to relate to the athletes was unques- 
tioned. His ability to lead The University 
forward was unquestioned.” 

Price said he doesn’t expect to have any 
problems “fitting in" in Tuscaloosa after 20 
years in Pullman, Washington, He also ex- 
pects to finish his career at Alabama. “I'm a 
loyal man,” he said. “This is it for me.” 

Bama’s new coach is part of a long football 
tradition. He said that his father was a ju- 
nior college coach for 20 years. “I can still 
remember on Sundays my father bringing 


home those old 16 millimeter films,” he 
said. “I learned my Xs and Os before I 
learned my ABCs.” He and his wife, Joyce, 
have three children. Eric, 35, played at 
Weber State and coached under his father at 
Washington State and now coaches with the 
New York Jets. Aaron, 31, played at 
Washington State and is quarterbacks and 
kickers coach there. Daughter Angie, 27, is 
married to a high school athletics director, 

Both Moore and Price said they had gone 
over the NCAA sanctions on Alabama foot- 
ball. Price said, “I checked it out. I talked 
with Mal about it. | think we're going to be 
able to make it work. I think we have 
enough depth.” He also said that compli- 
ance has to be top priority with any pro- 
gram. 

Price said, “As much as I loved my team 
and as much as | disappointed some of 
them when | made the decision to come 
here, there is a football team here in need of 
support. We are going to be here for them. 
We are going to reunite the family and re- 
unite Alabama football.” 

Much has been made of the “media pres- 
sure” on an Alabama coach, Price discount- 
ed it. “All you want to know about is 
Alabama football,” he said. “I'm supposed to 
know about that. 

Moore said, “There is a right time and 
place for an individual to make a bold step 
into the future. Mike Price took this step by 
accepting this position. 1 can state without 
any hesitation, | am completely satisfied 
with the process The University utilized in 
reaching this conclusion to offer the posi- 
tion to Coach Price. 

“Even more importantly, | am 100 per 
cent confident he is the right person for The 
University of Alabama. During the last two 
weeks, a number of fans have expressed 
their support for many different candidates, 
most of whom had legitimate credentials. 1t 
is now time for all the supporters of The 
University of Alabama football program to 
do their part by uniting behind Coach Price 
and the Crimson Tide football team.” 


2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent 
August 30 South Florida 
September 6 Oklahoma 
September 13 Kentucky 
September 20 Northern Illinois 
September 27 Arkansas 
October 4 Georgia 
October 11 Southern Miss 
October 18 Mississippi 
October 25 Tennessee 
November 8 Mississippi State 
November 15 LSU 
November 22 Auburn 
November 29 Hawaii 


Site Series Record 
Birmingham First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Even, 1-1-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-2-1 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Athens Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oxford Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Starkville Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 43-18-5 
Auburn Alabama leads, 38-28-1 
Honolulu Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
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In 1984, a movie about 


Paul “Bear” Bryant 
was released. 


IT’e BACK! ‘ 
Order Now Ugg tne 


“The Bear” VHS or DVD Collector’s Set includes: 
@The 1984 Movie, “The Bear” 
@Three “Limited Edition” 11x14 framable prints: 


2 Movie Marquee and a Portrait of Coach Bryant 


Get it all for bea 
$45 


(VHS) poe 
Shipping included! 


Phone: (813) 969 -1414 
Internet: www.thebearincorporated.com 
Check/Money Order/Credit Card: 
The Bear, Inc.,14709 Carnation Dr. Tampa, FL 33613 


The Seniors: 


This Has Been A Very Special Group 


by J.E. Lisby 


Despite hardships, group 
of seniors has done much 


iven the hardships they have laced 

down during their careers, probably 

no group of Crimson Tide seniors 
deserves more credit and thanks than the 
group that completed its eligibility in 2002. 
They toiled during some of the most diffi- 
cult years in Alabama football history. But in 
spite of nasty NCAA sanctions and faithless 
coaches, the group stuck together. They 
posted two L0-win seasons, went to three 
bowl games, and won a Southeastern 
Conference title among their accomplish- 
ments. 

Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore 
noted the remarkable leadership shown by 
the group, not just during the season but 
also in the trying days after the departure of 
their head coach, Dennis Franchione. Moore 
said, “I appreciate especially the way these 
players have handled the situation, particu- 
larly the seniors for the leadership that they 
have shown.” 

Senior marketing major and defensive 
tackle Bart Raulston talked about his time at 
Alabama. “In my career I've experienced 
things that the average college student 
doesn't experience. Alabama is a unique 
place.” 

Five years ago Raulston arrived in 
Tuscaloosa as a highly-touted freshman. The 
top-rated offensive line prospect in the state, 
big things were predicted for the mammoth 
lineman. “Some days it seems like it's been 
forever,” he said. “And some days it seems 
like it was just yesterday. | can remember 
some of those first days, but looking back it 
doesn't seem like it's been five years now.” 

Derek Sanders majors in Psychology, but 
otherwise he and Raulston have traveled 
much the same road. Both redshirted in 
1998 and both have labored in relative ob- 
seurity ever since. This season they finished 
up side-by-side, working mostly on the 
scout team at defensive tackle. Neither ath- 
lete’s career played out as expected, but they 
are rightfully proud of their contributions. 
“| was happy we won the championship in 
Atlanta's Georgia Dome in my home state,” 
Sandersville, Georgia, native Sanders said. 
“A lot of my family members were able to 
watch me play.” 
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Listed at 6-9, 359 pounds, Raulston may 
be the most impressive looking athlete on 
the squad. But his on-the-field success has 
been sparse. “Its been ups and downs, but 
overall its been a great experience,” Rauls- 
ton said. “Il wouldn't go back and do any- 
thing different or go anywhere else. If I 
could go back five years, I'd do the same 
thing. I have no regrets at all.” 

“No, wait a minute,” he added with a laugh. 
“1 might change those two plays where I 
jumped into the piles and got my wrists bro- 
ken. I might lay back and lag a bit on those 
two plays. But other than that—no regrets.” 

Along with the rest of Bama's seniors, 
Raulston and Sanders have had to endure 
more than their share of problems. But 
you'll hear no complaints from cither man. 
Raulston said, “We had some tough times, 
but we wouldn't trade them. All my friends 
and my teammates are like brothers. | don't 
think I could have found anything like this 
anywhere else.” 


‘aving won the SEC Western Division 

title on the field (if not in the record 

books), the 2002 squad sported plen- 
ty of talented athletes. Seven seniors were 
named to post-season All-SEC teams, includ- 
ing Birmingham center Alonzo Ephraim 
(first-team, Associated Press), defensive end 
Kindal Moorehead of Memphis, Tennessee 
(first-team, AP and Coaches), Chiefland, 
Florida, defensive tackle Jarret Johnson (first- 
team, AP, second-team Coaches) and Prichard 
guard Marico Portis (first-team, Coaches, sec- 
ond-team AP). Nose tackle Kenny King of 
Daphne, cornerback Gerald Dixon of 
Burtonsville, Maryland and Fort Washington, 
Maryland strong safety Waine Bacon received 
mention on the Associated Press team. 

A record six senior athletes were selected 
permanent captains by vote of their team- 
mates. Along with Johnson, King and 
Moorehead, quarterback Tyler Watts of 
Pelham, tailback Ahmaad Galloway of 
Millington, Tennessee, and Helena punter 
Lane Bearden will have their footprints and 
handprints enshrined in cement at the base 
of Denny Chimes in the spring. Galloway 
and Bearden both suffered serious knee in- 
juries during the season. Galloway's injury 
versus Southern Miss ended his Crimson 
Tide career, but he stayed close to the team, 
exhibiting leadership from the sideline. 
Bearden missed one game, then resumed 
punting despite having a torn anterior cruci- 
ate ligament that required post-season 
surgery. Bearden’s situation drew nation- 
wide attention, garnering print and televi- 
sion features for his courage. Having been 
elected captains last season as well, Walts 
and Johnson will go down as among the few 


athletes in Crimson Tide history to be so 
honored two times in their careers. 

Johnson, Moorehead and King anchored a 
Crimson Tide defense in 2002, which led the 
SEC and ranked in the top five nationally in 
both total yards (257.3) and rushing yards 
(80.2) allowed per game. The defense also 
recorded a SEC-leading 54 quarterback sacks 
to rank in the top-five nationally in that de- 
partment, as well. King had a stellar senior 
season, which saw him record 51 tackles, 
three sacks, seven tackles for loss and 17 
quarterback pressures. A second-team All- 
SEC pick in 2001, the 6-5, 277-pounder is 
also a first-team 2002 Academic All-America 
selection and two-time Academic All-SEC 
choice who earned his degree in December, 
His 19,5 stops behind the line of scrimmage 
his freshman year are the third best single 
season total in school history. 

‘A dominating pass rusher, Moorehead fin- 
ished his career as the school’s all-time 
record holder in tackles for loss with 35, His 
25 career quarterback sacks is also the sec- 
ond-highest total ever recorded by an 
Alabama player, trailing only Derrick 
Thomas’ all-time school record of 52. In 
four years Moorehead totaled 165 tackles to 
go along with 49 career stops behind the 
line of scrimmage for a minus 383 yards. 

Johnson is a three-time All-SEC selection 
who recorded 23 quarterback sacks during his 
career, which ranks as the third-highest total 
in Alabama history. He closed out his career 
with 190 total tackles, 110 of them solos, 
three pass break-ups, five forced fumbles, one 
fumble recovery and one blocked kick. His 25 
tackles for loss also ranks second all-time in 
school history behind Moorehead’ record 35, 

Having played as true freshmen on the 
1999 conference championship team, both 
Dixon and Dothan’s Hirchel Bolden have 
been mainstays of the Tide secondary ever 
since. Except for a few games as a sophomore 
when an injury limited his performance, 
Dixon has started for most of his career, par- 
ticipating in 46 total games. Bolden played in 
47 games, and has been a starter for most of 
the last two years. Dixon finishes his career 
with 164 tackles, three interceptions and 25 
pass break-ups. Bolden totaled 106 tackles, 
one interception and 17 pass break-ups. After 
starting off as a walk-on, Bacon earned a 
starting slot and scholarship last season. He 
finishes his career with 138 tackles, four in- 
terceptions and 14 pass break-ups. His 70 
stops this season was fourth on the squad. 


espite battling a knee injury for the 
second half of the season, Ephraim 
was the leader of Bama's offensive 


line. Ephraim’s blocking calls at the pivot 
paved the way for the league's top-rated of- 
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Bart Raulston (left) and Derek 
al goals may have fallen short, the 


fensive unit. Playing next to Ephraim all year, 
Portis was Alabama's most effective drive 
blocker. Neither athlete played much as 
freshmen or sophomores, but beginning with 
their junior seasons the two friends have 
been, fixtures in the starting lineup. Together 
they formed one of the most effective interior 
blocking tandetis in the country. Along with 
Ephraim and Portis, Waynesboro, Georgia’s 
Lannis Baxley finishes up ont’ the offensive 
line. Baxley started two games in his Tide c: 
reer, including the 2000 Orange Bowl. 

A sure-handed, steady receiver throughout 
his career, Sam Collins enjoyed his best sea- 
son as a senior. His 511 receiving yards led 
the Tide in that category this year. In four 
seasons Collins played in 46 games, catch- 
ing 70 passes for 911 yards and six touch- 
downs. Fellow senior wideout Joel Babb of 
Phenix City spent most of his career as a 
walk-on, laboring on the scout team in prac- 
tice. In recognition of his hard work, before 
this season began Babb was awarded a 
scholarship. Birmingham's Theo Sanders 
bounced from position to position his first 
three years on campus, but last season he 
found a home at tight end. Sanders played 
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anders came to Alabama with hop: 
were part of a special group of 


of stardom. While their individu- 
mson Tide football players. 
Ba Fikes Photo 


in 24 games during his career, finishing with 
eight receptions for 109 yards. 

‘Ahmaad Galloway ended his Bama career 
as a fan favorite because he was one of the 
hardest running tailbacks in the SEC. The 
40th Tide player to reach the 1,000-yard 
mark, Galloway rushed for 1,830 yards and 
scored 17 touchdowns during his career, 

Too often limited by injury, Tyler Watts 
still finished his Crimson career as one of 
the most prolific ground-gainers in the his- 
tory of Alabama quarterbacks, He missed 
three games this season and still finished as 
the Tide’s leading passer and third-leading 
rusher. Noted for his running ability, Watts 
finished with 1,101 career rushing yards and 
nine touchdowns. His final passing stats 
total 276 completions for 3,459 yards and 
19 touchdowns. Every game Waits stepped 
on the field for Alabama, he averaged 134 
yards of total offense 

Bearden also saved his best production for 
last. A combination punter and kickoff man 
for most of his career, he gave up the latter 
duty this year after tearing a ligament in his 
right knee. But wearing a cumbersome brace 
to protect against further injury, he continued 


punting for the Tide. Playing in 44 games 
during his career, Bearden punted 152 times 
for Alabama, Even with the brace, he still av- 
eraged 41.5 yards per kick this year 


ost college players would love a 
chance to play in the National 
Football League, and Alabama’s se- 

niors are no different. Most of the 

all-star exhibition games have not yet made 
their selection, but the most prestigious of 
those events is held in Mobile, And the 

Senior Bow! has already announced that 

Galloway, Johnson, King and Moorehead 

will be invited. Galloway's knee will prevent 

him from taking part in physical activity, but 
he hopes to be there to meet with the vari- 
ous pro scouts. 

Things will change as the athletes work 
their way through the numerous combines 
and tryouts, but at this point none of Bama 
seniors are viewed as certain first-rounders 
Cat-quick and also big enough to stulf the 
run, if Moorehead can pass the medical 
exams he’s probably the highest rated. The 
scouts like Ephraim’ strength and footwork 
and Johnson's relentless motor has garnered 
attention, King is viewed as something of a 
“tweener,” not quite big enough for tackle 
and a quarter-step slow for end. But his in 
telligence and versatility will probably earn 
him a shot. Shorter than the ideal lineman 
Portis will have to impress in the combines 
to work his way into the draft 
straight-ahead speed alone, receiver Sam 
Collins of Fayette will get a long look, The 
timing of Galloway's injury will hurt his 
chances, but if he can recover in time to par- 


various 


Based on 


ticipate in the various combines he could be 
drafted. Players like Dixon, Bearden, Bolden 
and Bacon are good athletes, but their best 
shot at playing on Sundays will probably 
come via the free agent route. 

A strong walk-on program has always been 
a trademark of Alabama football, and this 
year's graduating group proves the point 
Rainbow City’s Mare Miller saw significant 
playing time on special teams. His involve- 
ment in the punt block that led to the win- 
ning touchdown against Iowa State last season 
was a career highlight. Several other departing, 
seniors haye been invaluable on the scout 
team, mimicking the upcoming opponent and 
providing an excellent “look” for the varsity 
Senior walk-ons include safety Erie Moore of 
Mobile; safety Carl Melnnish of Brewton; sale- 
ly Hamid Haqq of Huntsville; linebacker Brad 
Biehl of Orlando, Florida; receiver Kip 
Williams of Chatom; safety Zac Holt of 
Scottsboro and Helena receiver Nick Morgan 

Players weren't the only senior members of 
the team. A football team could not function 
without the help of managers and trainers, 
who show up early and stay late. Senior man- 
agers this year included Matthew Jackson, 
Ben Harrelson, Daryl Smith and Stephen 
Seagrove. David McCreless, Lori Kochut and 
Shelly Ginn served as senior trainers. 
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Terrance Meade: 


He’s About More Than Basketball 


by Drew Champlin 


Senior guard makes his 
mark as student, leader 


guard to take shots. But last spring 

Alabama's Terrance Meade was “taking 
shots” after the basketball season 
Specifically, during events surrounding The 
University’s annual Honors Day, some of 
Meade’s fellow students-and particularly 
some of his Crimson Tide teammates-had 
some pointed comments concerning Meade’s 
appearance. That's because for a week 
Meade strode around campus wearing a 
derby hat and carrying a cane. 

But it wasn't a change in lifestyle. It was 
part of the annual initiation into the presti- 
gious honorary fraternity, Jasons. Making 
the week even more difficult was the stipu- 
lation that if Meade had his cane taken, he 
had to do whatever was asked in order to re- 
gain possession 

“They laughed and laughed, but it was un- 
derstandable.” Meade said, remembering his 
outfit 

Being an honorary Jason is something 
Meade is proud of. He has a mature under- 
standing of life outside basketball. Like most 
players under Gottfried, Meade will earn his 
degree this year, He has already been hon- 
ored following his sophomore and junior 
‘ons as an Academic All-SEC performer. 

He is also the president of the Student- 
Athlete Advisory Board, the group of 
Crimson Tide athletes from all sports which 
sponsors community service projects. This 
year the group’ Project Angel Tree enabled 
children whose parents are incarcerated to 
have Christmas presents 

“[ think he’ as good as you're ever going 
to get,” Tide Coach Mark Gottfried said. 
“Terrance has great character. He’s constant- 
ly working for a better community. He visits 
schools. He’s involved in charity events. 
Terrance Meade is a great person.” 

Meade hopes to be remembered for more 
than just his basketball skills. It has been his 
goal to make a lasting impression on the 
community, and to be respected as a person 
as well as a basketball player. 

“[ want to be an all-around student-ath- 
lete,” Meade said. “I don't want to just be an 
athlete. I know there’s a life outside of 
sports. You can only play sports for so long, 
so you need a good overall background.” 


hile he made a lasting impression 
in the community, Meade has also 
created a favorable image on the 
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Te: not unusual for a basketball wing 


Terrance Meade gets the job done on the basketball court and also succeeds in the 


the community. Big things are expected of him. 


basketball court. A Scottsboro native, the 6- 
2, 190-pound Meade has started all but two 
games during his four years playing for the 
Crimson Tide. Not too bad for someone 
who wasn’t even recruited by the previous 
coaching staff. 

“They didn't pay any attention to me,” 


ssroom and in 
Kent Gidley Photo 


Meade said. “I don’t even think Coach 
(David) Hobbs even called. I was headed to 
Auburn at the beginning of the recruiting 
process.” 

When Gottfried took over as head coach 
in the spring of 1998, he began working on 
recruiting for the next year. And he didn’t 
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pay any attention to the conventional wis- 
dom, that Meade was Auburn-bound. And 
prior to the 1999-2000 season, Meade ar- 
rived at The Capstone with three other 
highly-regarded freshmen in Rod Grizzard, 
Kenny Walker, and Erwin Dudley. Origin- 
ally, Gottfried had ideas of Meade being his 
point guard for the next four years, but a 
combination of events changed things for 
the better. 

“We had a lot of injuries (during the 1999- 
2000 season) and moved Tarik (London) to 
point (guard),” Meade said. “Back then, 1 
was shooting lights out, It was a good move, 
1 led the SEC in three-point percentage and 
I've been at wing ever since. I feel a little bit 
more comfortable there.” 

He made his presence known his freshman 
year, when he averaged 11.5 points per 
game, including games where he had three 
games with 20 or more points, including a 
career high of 25 in a win over Arkansas, He 
also contributed 22 points in a loss at LSU. 
His 42,3 per cent shooting from three-point 
range led the Southeastern Conference. 


had to make the adjustment to a new 
coach in Gottfried, as well as getting used 
to the college game after suffering through 
an injury-plagued senior season in high 
school. During that year, he only played in 
21 games as a result of a sprained ankle fol- 


I was during his freshman year where he 


lowed by a partial medial collateral ligament 
tear. But Gottfried’s easygoing and energetic 
personality made that transition smooth. 

“At the very beginning, we knew he was a 
players’ coach,” Meade said. “He never yells 
at you, he gives you confidence when you're 
down. Thats a big part of our relationship. 
Tye grown to love the offense, and 1 know 
what he wants.” 

Gottfried also knows what he can do, so 
he isn't afraid to give him a tough assign- 
ment while expecting him to show leader- 
ship as a fourth-year player. 

“He plays a real important role because he’s 
a senior,” Gottfried said, “He's given us good 
leadership. He’ getting the assignment every 
night to guard the best perimeter player on 
the other team. He's been a key guy for us. 

“Terrance is tough, he’s strong, and he's 
got great determination, and that’s what 
you'd like in a guy who has to defend a good 
perimeter player.” 

Meade started every game in his sopho- 
more and junior seasons, averaging 10.8 
points per game in his sophomore season 
and 8.4 points per game last season. 
Moreover, he became a better ball-handler. 
After having 71 turnovers in each of his first 
two seasons, he cut that number to only 39 
as a junior. 

Asa result of numerous injuries, especially 
a season-ending injury to senior center 
Jeremy Hays, the Tide struggled through a 
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In 1971, Coach Bryant changed his offense to the wishbone and featured 
a young back named Johnny Musso. Musso and Bryant are shown here 
talking during the game. (Bryant Muscum) 


13-16 year in Meade’s first season. The Tide 
narrowly missed the NCAA Tournament in 
his second, and made it to the second round 
as the number two seed in the East Regional 
last year. 

“We've gotten better players,” Meade said. 
“We know the system and we trust the 
offense. This year we're ranked among the 
top teams in the nation. That's a big im- 
provement.” 

The improvements have Meade hopeful of 
reaching the Final Four in New Orleans in 
the NCAA Tournament this year. After start- 
ing the season with a victory over third- 
ranked Oklahoma, then moving up to a 
number two ranking that is the highest in 
Crimson Tide history, it is not unreasonable 
for Meade and company to hope for a chance 
to play for the national championship. 

“That's always a goal,” Meade said. “Even 
my freshman year, that was a goal. | want to 
go to the Final Four pretty bad. This is my 
last go-around. | want to do whatever it 
takes to get there.” 

After his career at The Capstone ends, 
Meade would be interested in playing pro- 
fessional basketball if the opportunity is 
there. But he does have a business manage- 
ment degree to fall back on. 

“He's going to be successful in life,” 
Gottfried said. “I think he'll own a business. 
If L had a company out there, he'd be top on 
my list to hire.” 


Pact. W. Bryant 
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Baseball Outlook: 
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Wells Has Some Rebuilding To Do 


by Peter Edmund 


Despite losses of top players, Alabama expects to be in contention for championships 


here are questions about this year's 

I Alabama baseball team. The Crimson 

Tide must replace top pitchers and 

top position players. But there were ques- 

tions about the 2002 Bama baseball team, 

too, and Alabama won the Southeastern 

Conference Western Division, the SEC 

Tournament, and Tide Head Coach Jim 
Wells was named SEC Coach of the Year. 

In some respects, the obstacles to success: 
scem greater this year, Alabama lost two of 
its three weekend starting pitchers in Lance 
Cormier and Shane Sanders. All-America 
catcher Jeremy Brown has finished his stel- 
lar career, as have all-star outfielder Scott 
MeClanahan and first baseman Brent Boyd. 
And this fall wo of the team’s top players 
sed from the team. They were 
man Peter Stonard, considered 
ome to be the nation’s best returning 
all player, and outfielder Chad White. 
tonard was Alabama’ leading hitter last 
year with a 411 (97-for-236) batting aver- 


age, the highest mark in school history by a 
sophomore, He was also the Most Valuable 
Player of the Cape Cod League this past 
summer. He had been projected as one of 
the top draft picks in the upcoming Major 
League Baseball First-Year Draft, 

Additionally, this year’s squad will have 16 
neweomers vying for spots in the Crimson 
Tide's staring lineup when practice resumes 
in early January, 

But no team with Jim Wells at the helm is 
much of an underdog. And lofty goals re- 
main as always. 

“We had a lot of players out in the fall, so 
there was a lot of evaluation,” said Wells, 
who is beginning his ninth year as Bama’s 
head coach, “We have bigger numbers than 
we have ever had. With more guys around, 
we are trying to find the best nine offensive 
players without giving up much on defense. 

“We have a lot of new players to work into 
the system. We had four good weeks of 
team work and continued our individual 
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drills until the end of the (fall) semester. 
We seem to get more and more out of those 
workouts each year.” 

The Crimson Tide returns four everyday 
starters and five pitchers off last year’s squad 
that posted a 51-15 overall record and cap- 
tured its 10th SEC Western Division cham- 
pionship. Alabama also won its sixth SEC 
Tournament championship with a 6-2 win 
over South Carolina in the title game, It was 
Bama’s fifth post-season tithe under Wells, 
The Tide was in the NCAA Tournament, but 
fell in regional play. 

While Alabama will automatically be pen- 
ciled in by many as a possible championship 
contender, the rebuilding realistically means 
some other teams in the powerlul SEC 
Western Division should be considered for 
the favorite’s role, 

As always, LSU will have a good team. 
Mississippi State started its rebound last year 
and should continue to improve. Many be- 
lieve Ole Miss will have its finest club in 
many years. Auburn may lack some olfen- 
sively, but the Tigers have an excellent 
pitching staff, The other SEC Western 
Division team, Arkansas, has a new coach in 
Dave Van Horn, who came from Nebraska. 
Ironically, he had replaced Jim Wells at 
Northwestern State when Wells took the 
Alabama job, 

South Carolina and Florida are expected 
to be tops in the East. 


ile there is a tendency to focus 
on the losses, those returning 
have good numbers, Senior right 


fielder Travis Garner (5-11, 190) played in 
65 games last year and batted .323 with six 
home runs and 31 runs batted in. He also 
led the team with 26 stolen bases. Senior 
designated hitter Beau Hearod (5-10, 190) is 
Alabama's leading returning power source 
from last year. As a junior, Hearod batted 
-330 with 12 home runs and 54 RBI in 60 
games, Junior shortstop Adam Pavkovich 
(6-0, 160) and sophomore third baseman 
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Allen Rice (5-10, 175) return in the infield. 
Pavkovich hit .278 with six home runs and 
31 RBI in 65 games last year, while Rice bat- 
ted .247 and had 18 RBI in 56 games. 

The biggest question is who will replac 
2002 Johnny Bench Award winner and All- 
America Jeremy Brown at catcher, Brown 
committed only one error behind the plate 
in his final 123 collegiate games. Brown, 
who batted .320 with 11 home runs and 64 
RBI, was a supplemental first-round draft 
pick by the Oakland Athletics. 

The battle for catcher will likely be be- 
tween a pair of transfers, Bobby Burns (6-0, 
190, Dixie State College) and Al Hecklinski 
(6-1, 210, Alabama-Birmingham), and se- 
nior John Marshall (6-0, 185). 

The remainder of the infield is loaded with 
talent and depth, with the addition of new- 
comers Billy Hogan (6-4, 200) and Evan 
Bush (6-1, 185). Hogan and Bush were both 
listed among Baseball America’s Top 100 
high school prospects. 

Senior Carlos Sosa (6-1, 195) and sopho- 
mores Spencer Pennington (6-4, 215) and 
Zac Welch (6-3, 225) also return in the in- 
field, 

One newcomer to the Bama infield is 


Shaud Williams, an electrifying running 
back on the Crimson Tide football team. 
Williams has great hands and is very quick. 
He was an excellent baseball player at 
Andrews (Texas) High School, where he was 
drafted after his senior season in the 11th 


round by the Atlanta Braves. Williams, along 
with fellow football mates Brandon Avalos 
(6-2, 185) and Pennington, joined the base- 
ball team at the conclusion of football sea- 
son. (Wells is aware that a new Alabama 
football coach could mean a change in the 
baseball status of Williams, Avalos and 
Pennington.) 
ith the addition of Bi and Hogan, 
there is a lot of depth in the infield,” Wells 
id. “We have the luxury of a couple of 
other guys playing another infield position 
or moving to the outfield. 
In addition to Garner, the Alabama out- 


Taylor Tankersley was a freshman All-America 
as the left-handed pitcher was successful both 
a relief pitcher for Bama’s 

> Tournament Championship team. 
Although he is expected to be a starter this 
spring, he could also be used out of the bullpen 
in special situations. Tom Neil Photo 
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Right-handed pitche! 
experience and is ex; 


cd to again be used a 


field also includes senior Grant Redding (5- 
10, 180), sophomore Gabe Scott (6-1, 189) 
and Avalos. 

Redding hit .421 with two home runs and 
18 RBI in 38 games last year, while Scott 
batted .381 with eight RBI in 23 games. 
They split time in the left field position with 
Chad White. Redding started 18 games, 
While 17, and Scott eight. 


n the mound, Alabama will have to 
Ow one of the best pitchers in 

school history, right-hander Lance 
Cormier (17 games started, 11-3 record, 
3.28 earned run average, 129 innings 
pitched, 85 strikeouts), who graduated as 
Alabama’ all-time leader for appearances, 
wins, innings pitched and strikeouts. He 
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was drafted in the fourth round by the 
Arizona Diamondbacks. 

Fellow senior right-hander Shane Sanders 
(19 G, 8-4, 3.67), who graduated last spring, 
proved to be one of the league's top number 
three starters, despite losing his final three 
starts of the season. 

“We have a chance to have some very 
good starting pitching this year,” Wells said. 
“We have more depth, too. We don't have 
the two guys coming in out of the bullpen 
like (Brian) Reed and (Taylor) Tankersley 
did last year, but we have depth.” 

At the close of fall, sophomores Brent 
Carter (6-3, 185) and 2002 Freshman All- 
America Taylor Tankersley (6-1, 195) and 
junior Jeffrey Norris (6-1, 175) looked to be 
the top three candidates to fill the weekend 


d Woodward of Tuscaloosa has been used primarily as a relief pitcher in his first two seasons, but he also has successful starting 
arting pitcher in spot situations in 2003. 


Tom Neil Photo 


rotation spots. All are left-handed pitchers. 

Tankersley tied the Alabama single- 
record last year for wins by a freshman with 
eight. He appeared in 25 games and com- 
piled an 8-5 record with a 2.62 ERA. He 
also added seven saves. 

“Tankersley is a competitor and he wants 
to win,” Wells said. “We used him in a num- 
ber of ways last year. If some of the others 
step up quickly this spring, we may be able 
to have some latitude in how we use Taylor 
this year.” The coach said Tankersley could 
be effective as a starter, a long reliever, or a 
short reliever. 

Following his freshman season, Tankersley 
was a Cape Cod League All-Star selection for 
the Brewster White Caps. He was a starting 
pitcher in the Cape Cod League and had the 


on 
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league's sixth best earned run average (1.41) 
and was his team’s top pitcher with a 6-1 
record. 

Carter (17 G, 2 GS, 2-0, 3.31 ERA) won 
both his starts last year, including a pressure- 
packed 7-2 win over Florida Atlantic to force 
the final game at the Tuscaloosa Regional in 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“Carter is very good,” Wells said. “He had 
an excellent fall and is one of our best pitch- 
ers. He showed improvement from last year 
and I think he is ready to step up and fill one 
of the starting roles this year.” 

Right-handers Jared Woodward (5-11, 170) 
and Brian Reed (6-1, 205) are back with ex- 
perience out of the bullpen. Reed (5-0, 1.71 
ERA, 51.1 IP, 43 strikeouts), a senior, was the 
chief closer last year, recording a team-high 
nine saves in 27 appearances. Woodward (23 
G, 9 GS, 6-1, 4.52 ERA, 65 IP, 57 strikeouts), 
a junior, was used as a spot-starter and reliev- 
er in each of his first two seasons and will 
likely continue in that role this year. 

Newcomers Allen Ponder (right-handed, 6- 
4, 230), Seth Johnson (right-handed, 6-1, 
205) and Ryan Beagle (left-handed, 5-10, 
180) will also battle for time in the rotation. 
Junior Martin LaRocca (right-handed, 6-0, 
160), who missed the entire 2002 season 
with an injury, could be a valuable arm once 
he returns from his injury, expected to be in 
early March. 

Alabama will add the services of three ju- 
nior college transfer when classes resume 
January 8. Joining the team will be first base- 
man Nathan Meiners, pitcher Joe Yarbrough 
(9-1 at Middle Georgia last year) and power- 
hitting outfielder Brad Van Winkle. 


aseball Notes: The 2002 NCAA Base- 
B= Tournament turned a profit for the 

fourth straight year. According to 
Dennis Poppe, the NCAAS director of base- 
ball and football operations, the 2002 NCAA 
Tournament netted $2.014 million, and in 
the four years since the tournament was ex- 
panded from 48 to 64 teams; profits have to- 
taled more than $4.2 million. 

The NCAA championships/competition 
cabinet also rescinded rules installed after 
September 11 last year that severely curtailed 
travel for regional teams as well as the 
Division I baseball committee's power to seed 
teams. Now, the previous format has been 
restored, so that teams will no longer be re- 
stricted to playing in regional within 400 
miles of campus. Also, the committee will 
be able to choose 16 number one seeds on a 
national basis, rather than relative to each re- 
gional host site, 

ESPN, the all-sports cable network, will 
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Beau Hearod is Alabama's leading returning power hitter from last year. As a junior, 
Hearod batted .330 with 12 home runs and 54 runs batted in. He served primarily as 


Alabama’s designated hitter last season. 


add the Super Regional to its broadcast 
schedule, with every game of the eight best- 
of-three series slated for television. Four 
Super Regional will be held from Friday-to- 
Sunday (June 6-8) and four from Saturday-to- 
Monday (June 7-9), with two games on ESPN 


‘Tom Neil Photo 


or ESPN2 and the other games syndicated on 
a regional basis. 

ESPN will also televise the entire College 
World Series, including the newly-created 
best-of-three championship series to deter- 
mine the national championship in Omaha. 
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Softball Outlook: 


Murphy Sees Glass Mostly Full 


by John Hayden 


While losses from last season are severe, Crimson Tide appears to have reloaded 


n examination of the 2003 Alabama 
A«i team could focus on the nega- 

tives, notably the loss of two All- 
America players inchiding the Crimson Tide's 
all-time top pitcher. But Bama Head Coach 
Patrick Murphy is looking at the positives. 

While the Tide lost two All-America players 
off last year’s squad, Alabama added three top 
signees, including a member of the USA 
Junior National Team, Additionally, two 
Tiders earned post-season honors last year as 
freshmen. 

And Murphy believes the veterans on his 
team will step up to replace the likes of All- 
America second baseman Suzanne Olcott and 
two-time All-America pitcher Shelley Laird. In 
addition to holding almost every Alabama 
pitching record, Laird ranked among the 
NCAAS best in several categories. 

This is the most experienced team Murphy 
has had, The 2003 squad returns 13 letter: 
winners off a team that earned the second 
seed in the 2002 NCAA Region VIL 
Tournament. Among those back for Bama are 
All-America players Ashley Courtney and 
Jackie McClain and All-Southeastern 
Conference honorees Lacy Prejean and Jaclyn 
Wilkins. 

“The thing that sets this team apart from 
teams in the past is the depth,” said Murphy. 
“I believe this year’s team is the deepest one 
ever.” 

If this is the deepest Murphy’ bench has 
ever been, it could serve as a warning for the 
rest of the conference and the country as he 
has already directed four teams to an SEC 
Tournament championship, four NCAA 
Tournament appearances, and a Women’s 
College World Series appearance. 

Offensively, Alabama will be loaded as has 
been the case since the program was born six 
years ago. Bama returns a .400 hitter and 
three .300 hitters out of a group that led the 
SEC in hitting last year and ranked 20th na- 
tionally. And all indications point towards the 
Tide being at least as strong offensively this 
season. 

“We found what we were lacking last year 
and that was one or two hitters throughout 
the lineup,” said Murphy. “I definitely think 
with the three freshmen, all three could be in 


Junior first baseman Jackie McClain led 
‘Alabama in slugging last year with eight home 
runs and 43 runs batted in as the Tide forged a 
46-21 record. ‘Tom Neil Photo 
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the lineup at the same time giving us the of- 
fensive threat we were missing at times.” 

The pitching staff, while missing the strong 
right arm of Laird, has the “Wright Sisters” re- 
turning in the circle and has added USA 
Junior National team pitcher Stephanie 
VanBrakle. 

Junior Erin Wright will be the go-to 
pitcher on the staff while sophomore 
Jennifer Wright (not related to Erin) will be 
the Tide's number two pitcher followed by 
VanBrakle. However, VanBrakle’s abilities 
will not keep her solely in the circle as she is 
an accomplished hitter as well. 

“We'll see her hitting when she pitches and 
when she doesn't pitch then we can use her at 
DP (designated player), first or third,” said 
Murphy. “She somebody who needs to be in 
the lineup because at anytime she can hit one 
out. She's too valuable a weapon to be sitting 
on the bench.” 

Defensively, the Alabama outfield could be 
the strongest in the conference while the in- 
field will see veterans returning at first base 
and shortstop, two new faces possible at third 
and second. 

“Our outfield is going to be better,” 
Murphy said. “They're all a lot faster and all 
four really improved their arms this fall.” 

Murphy doesn't shy away from competition. 
Last year Bama’s schedule was ranked fifth 
toughest in the nation, and this year’s schedule 
is also challenging. Among the Crimson Tide’ 
opponents are perennial powerhouse UCLA, 
defending National Champion California, and 
13 NCAA Tournament participants. 

For Alabama fans, the Tide will again be 
hosting the Bama Bash and the Crimson 
Classic while hosting Chattanooga and NCAA 
Region VIII runner-up Georgia Tech, in addi- 
tion to its rigorous SEC schedule which in- 
cludes Auburn and Mississippi State. 

The Tide will kick off the 2003 season on 
January 31 in Los Angeles in the Stacy 
Winsberg Memorial Tournament against 
UCLA, Cal State-Fullerton, and Loyola. 

Here’ a look at the Tide by positions: 


he pitching load will [all primarily on 
Te shoulders of the Wrights. For the 

past four years the Tide pitching corps 
has been in the long shadows of Laird, who 
was extraordinarily successful and durable 
until suffering arm problems late in her senior 
season. 

Junior Erin Wright is coming off an excel- 
lent season having finished the year ranked 
30th in the country in strikeouts per seven in- 
nings (8.1). She set career highs in strikeouts 
(136) and innings pitched (118.0), She had a 
13-4 record and 2.43 earned run average. 
Murphy feels that off-season workouts have 
increased her speed and given her better con- 
trol. 

Sophomore pitcher Jennifer Wright now 
has a year of pitching from 43 feet under her 
belt and will be called on to pitch the second 
frame of a double-header or come on in relief. 
Her three saves last season ranked sixth in the 
SEC. She was 9-5 with a 3.07 ERA. 
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Ashley Courtney made All-America as a fresh- 
man last season as she led the Tide with a 402 


baiting average Tom Neil Photo 

The addition of high school star Stephanie 
VanBrakle will strengthen the Tide pitching 
staff. Murphy feels she will eventually reach 
her All-America potential, but the transition 
to college softball at the level at which 
Alabama plays can be difficult. 


he Tide has excellent players in the in- 
| field, including at the critical position 
of catcher where captain Lacy Prejean is 
back for her senior season. Prejean is consid- 
ered to have the strongest arm of any catcher 
in the SEC. Last summer she had a successful 
showing in an open tryout to earn an invita- 
tion to the USA National Team Camp in 
California. 

Prejean improved her statistics in every of- 
fensive category last season, batting .295 with 
10 doubles, two triples and three home runs 
and 34 runs batted in. She is a pre-season can- 
didate for SEC Player of the Year. 

Junior two-time All-America Jackie 
McClain returns for her second year at first 
base. Offensively, McClain might be the best 
pure hitter in the league. Her numbers 
dropped a bit during her sophomore season, 
but they were still good enough to rank her in 
eight of 12 Top 10 SEC offensive categories. 
McClain batted 388 with 18 doubles, eight 
home runs, and 43 RBI. 

Co-captain and shortstop Jennifer Reach re- 
turns for her senior season stronger than she 
has ever been. She is one of the top short- 
stops to ever come through the league (fifth 
all-time in fielding percentage, .944), and her 
unselfishness at the plate has her currently six 
sacrifices away from breaking the SEC record 
(51) for sacrifices. She batted -257 last year. 


Second and third base might resemble a 
carousel through the first part of the season 
for the Crimson Tide. Murphy will have the 
option to go to sophomore Leah White, or 
freshmen Staci Ramsey, Dominique Accetturo 
or VanBrakle. White was the mainstay at 
third base last season and steadily improved at 
the position, Murphy noticed that she en- 
tered the fall season stronger and was hitting 
the ball better. She batted only .186 last year. 

Ramsey is an extremely versatile player 
with a great glove and a good arm. She will 
see most of her action from third but could 
moye to catcher. Accetturo is another infielder 
who might see action at second or third. She 
is very good at coming in on ground balls and 
offensively she could be the hidden gem that 
Murphy often finds in his freshman class. 

Sophomore Casey Cockrum put in the most 
time during the off-season as Murphy says that 
she improved her agility and strength and that 
everything about her is better. 


he outfield is the area Murphy feels has 
T= the most progress during the off- 

season. Murphy said the entire out- 
field group has improved simply from having 
the experience of being out there. Their arm 
strength is improved and their reads and an- 
gles on the ball are better. 

Junior Angela Johnson and sophomore 
Emily Currie will share playing time in left 
field. Johnson, who Murphy calls the hardest 
worker on the team, will look to improve on 
last season's career year. She took advantage 
of extended playing time posting a .287 aver- 
age with 22 RBI. Currie made a couple of ad- 
justments to her swing during the off-season 
and that coupled with the fact that she has the 
best read on the ball of all the outfielders, 
could result in more playing time this season. 
She batted .240 as a freshman. 

Murphy said sophomore centerfielder Jackie 
Wilkins is only just beginning to reach her 
potential. Wilkins was named All-SEC last 
year and ranked third in the league in runs 
scored (52). Her increased confidence has 
Murphy looking for Wilkins to have a break- 
out year both offensively and defensively. She 
batted .328 and led the Tide with 52 runs 
scored. 

Next to Wilkins in right field is rewrning 
AlL-America sophomore Ashley Courtney. 
Courtney’ athleticism and boldness help her 
get to balls that look out of her reach. 
However, it is her confidence at the plate that 
ranked her fourth in the SEC last season with 
a 402 average and in the Top 10 of six other 
offensive categories. 

Murphy will look to find different ways to 
utilize sophomore designated player Deasy 
Phillips. She is the fastest player on the team 
and with improved bat control, fans can look 
for Phillips to be all over the base paths. 

‘Two-sport star Capper Reed will join the 
team midway through the season upon com- 
pletion of the women’ basketball season. Her 
versatility in the field will help add to what 
Murphy feels is the deepest bench he has ever 
had. 
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Football Recruiting: 


Process Moves On Under Price 


by Freddie Kirby 


Alabama should not suffer 
from change in coaching 


rom the moment it was learned that 
Fees Franchione was on an airplane 

headed 10 Texas to “look at” a propos- 
al from Texas A&M, it was known that 
Franchione would not be returning to 
Alabama as head football coach. And while 
Franchione has gotten low marks for his 
failure to address his situation with his cur- 
rent Alabama football players, his staff ap- 
pears to have been ethical in dealings with 
Crimson Tide prospects. 

Before leaving to join Franchione at 
College Station, the assistants on the recruit- 
ing trail told Bama prospects to stick with 
Alabama. Those players who had commited 
to the Crimson Tide were told that their best 
interests lay in staying with Bama. Those 
who had not committed but were showing 
interest in Alabama were encouraged to 
meet the new Tide coaching staff before 
making decisions. 

Many believed it was critical that Alabama 
quickly name a successor to Franchione. 
However, the prospects knew that Alabama 
would have a football coach and most were 
willing to wait to see who the new head 
coach and position coaches would be before 
making decisions. After all, there was no 
rush with signing day not until February 5. 

That didn't stop a few from making deci- 
sions without knowledge of who would be 
running the Crimson Tide. Lineman Jarrod 
Britt of Power Springs, Georgia, and athlete 
Kelcy Luke of Phenix City (the brother of 
current Tide players Triandos and Nic Luke) 
announced for Auburn and wide receiver 
Jayson Swain of Huntsville picked 
Tennessee. But most wanted to be more in- 
formed, and so Alabama recruiting now goes 
forward under Mike Price. 

And, as expected, most of those who had 
been committed to the Franchione staff con- 
tinue to be committed to The University of 
Alabama. As Eric Gray, a 5-11, 190-pound 
running back and strong safety prospect 
from Killen Brooks told the Decatur Daily, “1 
committed to Alabama, not Dennis Fran- 
chione. It doesn’t affect my commitment at 
all.” 

Because of NCAA sanctions, Alabama will 
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be able to sign only 18 new players to enter 
The University next August. Prior to the 
Franchione move the Crimson Tide had 15 
high school prospects publicly committed. It 
remains to be seen how many-il any—of 
those will be lost because of the coaching 
change. An interesting clause in Fran- 
chione’s Alabama contract prohibits any 
school to which he might move from sign- 
ing a player the Franchione staff had recruit- 
ed for Bama unless that prospect had previ- 
ously been recruited by Franchione’s new 
school. 

As il turns out, there was at least one 
Alabama prospect also being recruited by 
Texas A&M. Chris Felder, a 5-11, 165- 
pound cornerback from Wilcox Central 
High School in Camden, is a native of Texas. 
He is also the nephew of another former na- 
tive Texan, Shannon Felder, who played at 
Alabama and who is now head coach at 
Wilcox Central. Felder said, * I still want to 
go to The University of Alabama and | am 
still committed, period.” 

Alabama had also been recruiting a num- 
ber of prep stars in the state of Texas, and it 
is likely that Tide chances with those players 
will be greatly diminished. They include 
quarterback Daniel Carson of Richardson 
Lake Highland, linebacker Victor DeGrate of 
DeSoto, offensive lineman Charleston Gray 
of Fort Worth Dunbar, quarterback Brett 
Hicks of Bandera, wide receiver Willie 
Hordge of Houston Forest Brook, tight end 
Kyle Ingraham of San Antonio Clark, quar- 


terback Marcus Johnson of Abilene, offen- 
sive tackle John Mahaffee of Tyler Lee, and 
running back Michael Turner of Fort Worth 
Dunbar. 

There was some question about one no- 
table Alabama commitment. Defensive tack- 
le Andraus Grace (6-3, 300) of Fort Meade, 
Florida, announced for Alabama late last 
summer, However, some believe he now 
may wish to sign with Texas A&M because 
his primary interest was in playing for 
Assistant Coach Stan Eggan, now with the 
Aggies. Grace had not been recruited by 
Texas AGM. 


ly committed to Alabama sign with the 
Crimson Tide in February, it will be rem- 
iniscent of two years ago when those who 
had been recruited by the Mike DuBose stalf 
signed with the Franchione team. Indeed, 
from the players’ standpoint, loyalty has 
been a hallmark of Alabama football over 
the past few years. It was most noted in that 
none of last year’s juniors and seniors elect- 
ed to transfer after NCAA sanctions against 
Bama bowl participation in 2002 and 2003 
were announced. But it may have been more 
notable that none of those who had commit- 
ted to the Tide prior to last year stuck with 
their commitments after the announcement 
of sanctions less than a week before signing 
day. 
Ironically, this year the one most adamant 
in his announcement that he is no longer 


I as it appears, those who have previous- 


Ross Holds Down The Fort 


Randy Ross, who has been serving as director of high school relations for the athletics de- 
partment, is temporarily wearing a familiar hat-that of football recruiting coordinator. With| 
the Dennis Franchione staff having departed en masse for Texas A&M, Ross is left minding| 
the store insofar as recruiting is concerned. 

This is not a particularly critical time in the recruiting process. High school seniors will sign| 
with colleges on February 5. Alabama can sign only 18 new players to enter school next 
August. There are 15 who had previously committed to the Tide. 

Ross, who served as recruiting coordinator under Gene Stallings, has made it a point to be} 
in touch with prospects, including those who are already committed. The message being de- 
livered to prospects was to keep calm until Alabama had a new head football coach and stall 
to meet with the prospects. 

Ross said he was in his car listening to a radio sports show on a recent afternoon and heard 
an interview with one of those 15 who had announced for Alabama. 

Ross said, “I thought, ‘Oh, no. That's the only one of our guys I haven't been able to talk to.’ 
‘Sure enough, he said, the player was asked if anyone from Alabama had contacted him and 
the young man said no one had. Fortunately the prospect also told the radio listeners that he} 
was firmly committed to Alabama. 

Ross admitted to feeling bad. But he had a pretty good excuse. He said the prospect is the 
brother of a current Tide player. “I got the number from his brother and it was the wrong| 
inumber!,” Ross said. 

William Roach, an all-around athlete from Killen Brooks, is the brother of current Tide 
linebacker Freddie Roach, and, presumably, the prospect Ross heard was William Roach. 

Ross continued to contact prospects after the appointment of Mike Price as head football 
‘coach. Ross is expected to have an administrative position under Price. —Kirk McNair 
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committed to Alabama is the prospect who 
is closest to The Capstone, fullback LeRon 
McClain, 6-1, 230, of Tuscaloosa County. He 
said, “ | have de-committed. 1 want to see 
who the new coach is, but right now | am 
wide open. I am looking at Alabama, 
Mississippi State, Ole Miss, Auburn, 
Tennessee, Ohio State, and Arkans: He 
then added, “There is a strong chance I 
could still end up at Alabama.” Prior to 
meeting the press, Price met with two 
prospects, identified by the Tuscaloosa News 
as McClain and his prep teammate, 6-1, 
201-pound linebacker Terrance Jones. 

The comments of most who had commit- 
ted to Alabama [ell into two general cate- 
gories: those who were committed totally to 
The University of Alabama and those who 
still considered Bama to be their choice but 
who wanted to wait until meeting the new 
coaching staff before being 100 per cent 
committed, 

Matt Caddell, the 5-11, 170-pound wide 
from McAdory High School in 
alla, said he had been contacted by a 
number of schools since the departure of 
Franchione. He said Auburn, M 
and Georgia were among those sho’ 
terest, And, he said, while he was “still com- 
mitted,” he planned to reconsider and weigh 


Travis West 


his options when Alabama named its coach. 
Tim Castille, the 5-11, 220-pound running 
back from Briarwood Christian in 
Birmingham, was in the same boat. “I'm still 
committed,” he said a few days before the 
announcement of Price. “When they name 
the new coach 1 will sit down and discuss 


the situation with my family. Right now I'm 
still planning to go to Alabama.” 

Although some have focused on defensive 
lineman Michael Hill, 6-2, 260, of Smiths 
Station saying he was “decommitted,” he 
also said, “I'm keeping my options open, but 
Alabama is still my leader.” 

Jarod Parrish, the 6-3, 180-pound corner- 
back from Chattooga High School in 
Summerville, Georgia, said, “I'm still pretty 
firm to Alabama. I have talked to some other 
schools (Tennes: nderbilt, Middle 
Tennessee), but in my mind I am still com- 
mitted. 

Others were like Chris Felder and Eric 
Gray, absolutely unwavering in their com- 
mitment. Those absolutely committed in- 
cluded D.J. Chambers, the 6-0, 180-pound 
wide receiver from Highland Home, who 
said “I made a commitment to The 
University of Alabama and The University 
made a commitment to me.” 

Dominic Lee, the 6-4, 295-pound defen- 
sive lineman from Birmingham Huffman, 
aid, “I'm still committed to Alabama. The 
ch didn't make Alabama football and him 
leaving didn't change anything about the 
program.” 

Offensive lineman Justin Moon, 6-6. 
Guntersville; running back 


sa 


Come Out and Play at 


Lagoon Park 


by Golf Digest 


Eastern Bypass 


Visit our web: 


Montgomery, Alabama 


=> Rated one of the Top 50 Public Courses 


= 6173 yard, par 12 championship course 
=> Open Wednesday - Monday 

=> Special Large Group Events on Tuesday 
=> Ride and play for between $21 and $32 
= Seniors/Juniors Discounted Annual Fees 
=> Lagoon Park Grill with Catering Available 
=> Located 3 miles north of 1-85, just off 


(334) 271-7000 


Weekdays 7am to dark 
Weekends 6:30am to dark 


http://parks.ci.montgomery.al.us/golf/ 
A facility of the City of Montgomery Parks and Recreation Department 
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184, Camden Wilcox-Central; athlete 
William Roach, 6-1, 190, of Killen Brooks; 
and Travis West, 6-4, 275, offensive lineman 
from Northeast Jones in Laurel, Mississippi, 
all confirmed their commitments. West said, 
“Lam a man of my word. I give my word 
and I'm sticking by it. The coach made a lot 
of promises and then packed up and left 
town, But this is Alabama football and it 
doesn't get any better.” 

Although tight end/defensive end Mario 
Lane (6-5, 240) of Montgomery Carver has 
been reported as no longer committed to the 
Tide, we were unable to contact him, 


egardless of what the 15 who were 
R: mmitted to Bama before Fran- 

ione’s departure decided to do, 
Alabama has recruiting responsibilities. It 
may be Bama will have only three more 
slots, although history says if the Tide wants 
to bring in 18 newcomers on scholarship 
next August the Tide should sign a handful 
of extras to guard against any losses. (Such 
losses are usually failure to gain academic 
eligibility.) 

There are still a number of prospects 
thought to be considering the Crimson Tide 
after having been recruited by the 
Franchione staff. Additionally, it is likely 


-ea ALM a_ 


Jamarcus Russell 


that Price and/or members of his new staff 
will be aware of potential signees for 
Alabama. 

Offensive players, particularly, could be at- 
tracted to the wide open offense of Price 
compared to the option-oriented offense of 
Franchione. One of the top players in 


The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame and the 
University of Alabama 
have a long association together. That 
association continues in 2003 when 
SARAH PATTERSON and STEVE SLOAN | 
will be inducted into the Hall of Fame. | 
The ceremonies will be held on 
Saturday, March 8, 2003 
at the Birmingham Ballroom in the 
Sheraton Birmingham Hotel. For ticket 
information call 205-323-6665. 


Alabama, quarterback Jamarcus Russell (6-5, 
204) of Mobile Williamson, has shown no 
interest in Bama. A coaching change could, 
conceivably, alter that interest level in the 
Crimson Tide. 

Wide receivers might have been skeptical 
of an offense in which the quarterback was 
as likely to run the football as he was to 
throw it. Now wide receivers like Chad 
Jackson (6-2, 205) of Hoover could be ex- 
pected to have increased interest in the 
Crimson Tide, particularly since few rival 
schools can boast of long-term quarterback 
proficiency equal to that of Bama sopho- 
more Brodie Croyle. 

A guess at a Top Ten Additional Prospects 
for Alabama might look something like this: 

1. Linebacker Daniel Brooks (6-2, 230) of 
Jackson, Tennessee, Central Merry; 2. Chad 
Jackson; 3. Jamarcus Russell; 4. offensive 
lineman Aaron Sears (6-4, 290) of 
Russellville; 5. linebacker Mitchell Thomas 
(6-3, 210) of Smiths Station; 6. defensive 
tackle Andre Fluellen (6-4, 275) of 
Cartersville, Georgia; 7. Terrance Jones; 8. 
athlete Jai Miller (6-4, 187) of Selma; 9. 
linebacker Fred Sparkman (6-3, 215) of 
Columbia, Tennessee; and 10.) athlete 
Tyrone Prothro (5-10-, 170) of Cleburne 
County High School in Heflin. 
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Early Signees: 


‘Crimson Tide Adds Top Performers 


by Kirk McNair 


Baseball signs 11 from 
prep, junior college ranks 


here are few college sports in which 
Te signees are more important than 

baseball. More than other sports, the 
balance of a college baseball team can be 
prematurely wrecked by the professional 
draft. While recruiting will continue into 
next summer for baseball, Crimson Tide 
Head Coach Jim Wells took advantage of the 
early signing period to add 11 new players 
for the 2004 season. 

The November signing period for spring 
and winter sports was put to good use by 
Crimson Tide coaches in most sports. Early 
signees in men’s and women’ basketball, 
men’s and women’s golf, volleyball and 
men’s tennis were announced last month. In 
addition to those sports and baseball, Bama 
has added new signees in softball, gymnas- 
ties, swimming and diving, and track and 
field, There is another signing period begin- 
ning in April 

Wells added seven high school players and 
four who will transfer from junior college. “I 
think we have put together an excellent 
signing class,” Wells said. “We have filled 
many of our needs with some very talented 
pitchers and hitters. 1 think this is a very 
good signing class.” 

The baseball signees include: 

Left-handed pitcher and outfielder 
Brandon Belcher, 6-0, 175, [rom Ruston 
(Louisiana) High School was the Louisiana 
Player of the Year as a junior and was named 
one of the nation’s top 50 prospects. He 
posted an 11-1 record and 1.10 earned run 
average and had two no-hitters, He batted 
478 with 27 runs batted in. 

First baseman and third baseman Matt 
Bentley, 6-3, 205, from Hazel Green High 
School, had a .506 batting average as a ju- 
nior. He led his team to a 27-6 record and 


Brandon Belcher Matt Bentley 
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number two ranking in Class SA. He was a 
first team all-state selection. 

Catcher C.J. Bressoud, 6-1, 185, from 
Kennesaw, Georgia, was a first team all-state 
selection for North Cobb High School last 
season. He is ranked among the nation’s top 
25 prospects and the nation’s number two 
catcher prospect. 

Right-handed pitcher Doug Denson, 6-2, 
185, from Vestavia Hills High School, was an 
academic all-state selection and honorable 
mention all-state as a junior. He is the 
grandson of Charlie Bradshaw, who played 
football for Coach Paul Bryant at Kentucky, 
was an assistant football coach at Alabama, 
and went on to be head coach at Kentucky. 

Outfielder Matt Grooms, 6-0, 205, is from 
Montgomery, and started his college career 
at Auburn. However, he will play this spring 
at Chipola Junior College in Marianna, 
Florida. Although he did not play in the reg 
ular season series against Alabama last 
spring, in the NCAA Regionals he had two 
hits and two runs batted in against the Tide. 
For the year he appeared in 28 games and 
was 18-for-74, a .243 batting average, with 
11 RBI. As a prep senior at St. James High 
School he batted .439 with six home runs 
and 28 RBI and was all-state. 

Right-handed pitcher TJ. Large, 6-4, 185, 
is at St. Pete Junior College in Largo, 
Florida, after a prep career at Seminole High 
School in Tallahassee. He had a 19-0 record 
at Seminole, leading his team to state and 
national championships. He has been draft- 
ed by the San Francisco Giants and the 
Arizona Diamondbacks over the past two 
years. 

Outfielder Jake Manning, 6-1, 210, is at 
Mineral Area College in Arnold, Missouri, 
where he was first team All-America and 
Region 16 MVP last spring. As a freshman 
centerfielder he batted .410 with 21 home 
runs and 81 runs batted in. At Fox High 
School in Arnold he set team records for 
highest batting average (481), most home 
runs (14), and RBI (66). 

Outfielder and first baseman Michael 
McCallister, 6-4, 210, Green Cove Springs, 
Florida, is on pace to break the career home 
run record at Clay High School. He holds 
school records for most home runs by a 


Jake Manning Michael McCallister 


freshman and a junior and has been his prep 
team’s MVP the past three seasons, He is a 
two-time all-state selection. He has played in 
summer ball leagues with current Tide in- 
fielder Billy Hogan and fellow signee C.J. 
Bressoud, 

Infielder Brad Paiml, 6-0, 175, led Hoover 
to the Class 6A state semifinals as a sopho- 
more and quarterfinals as a junior. He was 
named to the Super Over the Mountain 
Team. He played summer ball for the Bama 
Bombers in Jupiter. Florida. His brother, 
Brad, is student manager for the Alabama 
baseball team. 

Outfielder Emeel Salem, 6-0, 165, set the 
single season record for highest batting aver- 
age at Mountain Brook High School at .521. 
He also set the school record with 28 stolen 
bases-in 28 attempts. He is a two-time all- 
state selection, His father played baseball at 
South Alabama. He is related to former 
Alabama football players Ed, George Sr., 
George Jr., and Jimbo Salem, He is a member 
of the National Honor Society. 

Right-handed pitcher Andrew Walker, 6-1, 
175, is at Cowley County Community 
College in Prague, Oklahoma. Last year he 
had an 8-0 record and batted 410. He was 
drafted by the Los Angeles Dodgers. He was 
a four-year letterman and MVP at Prague 
High School, where he holds school records 
for at-bats (136) and hits (60) in a season. 
He was all-conference at four different posi- 
tions-shortstop, third base, catcher, pitch- 
er-during his prep career. 


Sis Coach Patrick Murphy is 


pleased with the progress being made 

in Alabama's high school fast pitch 
softball, but at the level Bama is competing 
the Tide must recruit softball hotbeds such 
as Texas and Florida. And the Tide has one 
new signee from each of those states. 

New signees are Kellie Deska of Lake 
Jackson, Texas, and Michelle Menningmann 
of Palm Beach Gardens, Florida, “Both 
Kellie and Michelle will be terrific additions 
to our program,” said Murphy. “Athletically 
they bring excellent credentials while aca- 
demically they're both very focused.” 

Deska, a 5-10 catcher, is a two-time all- 
district and two-time all-county performer. 


Michelle 
Menningmann 


Kellie Deska 
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Brittany Comeaux Ashley Messmore 
She helped lead Brazoswood High School to 
the 2000 5A Texas State Championship as 
well as finishing the season as the USA Today 
5A National Champions. She is a 4.0 student 

Menningmann, a 5-8 infielder, is a two- 
time all-conference performer who helped 
the Palm Beach Garden Lady Gators club 
team win the 2001 Pony Nationals 
Tournament in Virginia, She was also named 
her summer travel team’s MVP in 2000 and 
2002. 


here are different kinds of recruiting 

| problems. For the defending national 

champion Crimson Tide gymnastics 

am of Coach Sarah Patterson, the problem 

this recruiting season is that Bama had just 

one scholarship available, That rare commod- 

ity was awarded to Brittany Comeaux of 

aton Rouge, Louisiana, She attends Brusly 
High School 

“When you only ha 
give, | think in many ways it’s tougher than 
when you have to fill a large class like we did 
last year,” Patterson said. “We had to make 
sure that we found just the right student-ath- 
lete for our team. We did that with Brittan: 

Comeaux competes for Elite Gymnastics 
under the tutelage of three-time Olympian 
Johnny Moyal. She is Elite Gymnastics’ first 
International Elite gymnast and the first to 
become a member of the United States Junior 
Olympic National Team 

“We feel Brittany has the ability to com- 
pete in the all-around,” Assistant Head Coach 
David Patterson said. "She is very balanced in 
terms of the events, She intends to compete 
as an international elite again this season, 
which will give her even more top-flight ex- 
perience prior to joining us at The Capstone 
next season.” 

She finished 13th in all-around at the 2001 
U.S. Classic and 16th in all-around at the 
2001 U.S. Championships. At the 2001 
Junior Olympic Nationals Comeau placed 
second in all-around 


he Alabama women's swimming and 

| diving team signed four student-ath- 

letes to national letters of intent. Head 

Coach Don Wagner inked Ashley Messmore, 

Amanda Gilbert, Tara Theilemann and 
Kenzie Robins, 

Messmore, a native of Clearwater, Florida, 
is a two-year All-America in the 100 breast- 
stroke and 200 individual medley. She swims 
for TBAY Aquatics and for Countryside High 


one scholarship to 
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The 


Amanda Gilbert Tara Theilemann 
School. She was MVP of her high school 
squad as a junior and captain this year. 

Gilbert hails from Madison, New Jersey, 
where she attends Madison High School. A 
senior national championship competitor, 
Gilbert was all-ai in 1999 and 2000. She 
has also been MVP of her club team, Berkeley 
Aquatic. 

Theilemann is a 2002 All-America and state 
champion in the 200 freestyle and an All- 
America in the 100 freestyle. She is part of 
the Nevada state record holding 200 freestyle 
relay team. The Carson City native is also an 
Academic All-America. She competes for 
Carson Tigersharks swim club. 

Robins competes for Paul Silvers at Marlins 
of Raleigh. She competed for former Alabama 
All-America Dustin McDaniels through her 
junior year at Bull City, where she was the 
clubs MVP for three years. She also swims for 
Riverside High School and was their MVP for 
the past two years. The Durham, North 
Carolina, native is a member of the National 
Honor Society. 


b 


Kenzie Robins 


\\ 


John Mwangi 


en's Track and Field Coach Harvey 
Mein: added three signees-one 

nearby, one far away, and one really 
far away. New Tiders are Chauncey Harris of 
Hueytown, Ryan McKinney of Lake Stevens, 
Washington, and John Mwangi of Nakuru, 
Kenya. 

Harris, who attends Lawson State in 
Birmingham, won the 200-meter national 
title at the 2002 Junior Olympics this sum- 
mer. 

McKinney, who trained under coach Larry 
Beatty at Spokane Community College, is an 
all-conference performer in the decathlon. 

Mwangi, a distance runner who competed 
against current Tide standout Peter Etoot in 
high school, is considered one of the top ath- 
letes to come out of Nakuru, He captured 
the zonal and district championships in the 
5k and 10k. 

Mwangi will join the Tide in the spring and 
will be able to compete while Harris and 
McKinney will join the Tide next fall in 
preparation for the 2004 season. 


* * 


DO YOU HAVE 
WHAT IT TAKES 
TO EARN THE 
GREEN BERET? 


It your answer is yes, then the United States Army has a unique opportunity for you 
~ to become a Special Forces Soldier - a Green Beret. You'll learn from some of the 
best Soldiers anywhere, and put your new skills to work in duty stations around the 
world. It takes plenty of hard work to earn the green beret, but the pride you'll feel 
when you wear it for the first time will make it all worthwhile, 


>> Soif you're a high school graduate, between 18 
and 30, interested in finding out how you can become 
part of an elite group of proud professionals, call your 
local Army recruiter at 205-758-9005 or stop by the 
Tuscaloosa RS at 1241 McFarland Bivd. And check out 
over 200 ways you can become AN ARMY OF ONE. 


the US, Army Al righ reserved 
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‘AN ARMY OF ONE: 


2002-03 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Women’s Basketball 


Men’s Basketball _ 


Date/ Opponent 
UofA 
97 EA Sports (Exh.) 
72. Athletes In Action (Exh.) 
Coaches Vs. Cancer Classic 


rene 
OF 


71 


@ Madison Square Garden, New York 


68 Oklahoma 62 

82 Alabama State 56 

80 Middle Tennessee State 65 

Basketball Hall Of Fame Classic 

@ Springfield, Mass. 

54 Ohio State 48 

89 North Carolina-Greensboro 61 

77 St. Bonaventure 68 
Coors Classic @ Mobile 

72 Bowling Green 63 
Providence 2:00/FoxSS 
Morehead State 7:00 
@ Utah TBA/FoxSS 
Xavier 7:00 
Arkansas 7,00 
@ Vanderbilt TBA/SEC-TV 
Mississippi State 7:00/J-P Sports 


@ Auburn TBA/-P Sports 
@ Mississippi TBA/ESPN 
Kentucky TBA/ESPN 
LSU TBA/SEC-TV 
@ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Sports 
@ Florida TBA/CBS 
Auburn TBA 
Georgia 6:00/ESPN 
@ Tennessee TBA/J-P Sports 
@ Mississippi State7:00/}-P Sports 
Mississippi TBA/CBS 
South Carolina 7:00 
@LSU TBA 
SEC Tournament 

@ New Orleans TBA 


Men’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent cstv 
UofA Opp. 
72 Premier Players (Exh.) 78 
102 Berry College (Exh.) 50 
68 @ Samford +6 
Noy. 26 Birmingham-Southern 7:00 
UFSan Antonio Tipoff Classic 
61 Texas-San Antonio 55 
69 Stephen E Austin 56 
72 Providence 56 
East Carolina Invitational @ Greenville 
67 Liberty 6+ 
71 East Carolina 82 
80 Illinois-Chicago 72 
57 @South Alabama 79 
Dec. 21 BYU @ Albuquerque TBA 
St. Peter's Holiday Classic @ Jersey City, NJ. 
Dee. 29 St. Peter's, Akron or Bucknell TBA 
Dec. 30 St. Peter's, Akron or BucknellTBA 
Jan, + @ Houston 
Jan. 12 @ Kentucky (Fox SS TV) 
Jan, 16 Tennessee 
Jan. 19 @ Auburn 
Jan. 23 Georgia 
Jan. 26 @ Mississippi 
Jan. 30 @ Mississippi State 
Feb.2 Arkansas 
Feb.6 @ Vanderbilt 
Feb.9 South Carolina 
Feb, 13 @LSU 
Feb. 16 Florida 
Feb. 23. Kentucky 
Feb, 27) Auburn 
Mar. 2 @ Arkansas 
Mar. 6- SEC Tournament 
Mat. 9 @ Little Rock TBA 


Women’s Swimming 


Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ 
UofA Opp. 
152 @ Louisiana-Monroe ol 
155 @ LSU 103 
110 @ Delta State 3 
94 NW Missouri State 39 
@ Cleveland, Mi 
Nov. 22- World Cup All Day 
Nov, 23 @ Long Island, N.Y. 
Dec. 6-8 Georgia Invitational All Day 
Jan. 10 @ Georgia 4:00 
Jan, 12 @ Georgia Tech Loo 
Jan, 25. Florida 4:00 
Jan, 31 Auburn +00 
Feb. 1 South Carolina 1:00 
Feb. 19-22, SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Feb. 28- Last Chance TBA 
Mar. 1 @TBA 
Mar. 9 Last Chance TBA 
Mar, 27- NCAA Championships 
Mar. 29 @ Austin, Texas All Day 
Apr. 1-3 USS National Championships 


28 


@ Indianapolis All Day 


Date/ Opponent Time (CT)/ 
UofA Opp. 
@ Louisiana-Monroe 139 
@ Dallas Classic Fifth 
@ LSU 127 
Arkansas @ Baton Rouge 146 
@ Delta State 25 
NW Missouri State 39 
@ Cleveland, Miss. 
World Cup All Day 
@ Long Island, N.Y. 
Georgia Invitational All Day 
@ Georgia 4:00 
@ Georgia Tech 1:00 
Florida 4:00 
Auburn 4:00 
South Carolina 1:00 
SEC Championships All Day 
@ Auburn 
Last Chance TBA 
@TBA 
Last Chance TBA 
NCAA Championships 
uburn All Day 
USS National Championships 
@ Indianapolis All Day 


Gymnastics 


Date 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 1 


Apr. 12 


Apr. 24 
Apr. 26 


Opponent 


Time (CST) 
Meet The Team TBA 


Super Six Challenge 3:00 
@ Athens, Georgia 

@ Georgia 6:00 
@ Arkansas 7:00 
@ Nebraska 2:00 
Michigan 7:00 
@ Denver 7:00 
Lsu 7:00 
@ Florida 6:00 
Auburn 7:00 
Kentucky 2:00 
Georgia 7:00 
@ Auburn 7:00 
SEC Championships 7:00 
@ Birmingham 

NCAA Region IV 6:00 
@ Coleman Coliseum 

NCAA Championships TBA 


@ Lincoln, Nebraska 


Men’s Indoor Track 


Date 
Jan, 18 
Jan, 24-25 


Feb, 8 
Feb, 14-15 
Feb. 15 


Feb. 21 
Feb, 28- 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 8 


Mar, 14-15 


Event 

SEC Challenge @ Fayetteville 
Air Force Invitational 

@ Colorado Springs, Colo. 
@ Florida Invitational 

@ lowa State Invitational 
Armory Invitational 

@ New York 

@LSU Twilight 

SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville 

Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa or 

South Bend, Indiana 
NCAA Championships 

@ Fayetteville 


Women’s Indoor 


Date 

Jan, 18 
Jan. 25 
Feb. 8 
Feb. 14-15 


Feb, 28- 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 6 
Mar. 7 


Mar. 14-15 


Track 


Event 

@ North Carolina 

SEC Quad @ Lexington 
@ Nebraska Invitational 
Armory Invitational 

@ New York 

SEC Championships 

@ Gainesville 

Last Chance 

@ Gainesville 

fowa State Last Chance 

@ Ames, lowa 

NCAA Championships 

@ Fayetteville 
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2003 Alabama Spring Sports Schedules 


Baseball 
Date — Opponent Time 
Astros Classic @ Houston 
Beb. 14 La-Lafayette 11:00 


Feb. 15 Houston 11:00 
Feb. 16 Rice Noon 
Feb. 19 Centenary 6:30 


Feb. 21 SE Missouri 6:30 
Feb. 22 SE Missouri +00 
Feb. 23 SE Missouri 2:00 
Feb. 26 Miss. Valley St. 6:30 
Feb. 28 Rhode Island 6:30 


Mar. 1 Rhode Island +:00. 
Mar. 2 Rhode Island 1:00 
Mar. + Belmont 6:30 
Mar.5 Biham-Southern 6:30 
Mar. 7 Massachusetts 6:30 
Mar.8 Massachusetts 4:00. 
Mar. 9 2:00 
Mar. Louisiana Tech 6:30 
Mar. 14 Georgia 6:30 
Mar. 15 Georgia 4:00 
Mar, 16 Georgia 2:00 
Mar. 19 @ Samford 6:30 
Mar. 21 @ Florida 3:30 
Mar. 22 @ Florida 3:00 
Mar. 23 @ Florida Noon 
Mar. 26 @ UAB 7:00 
Mar. 28 LSU 6:30 
Mar. 29 LSU 4:00 
Mar. 30 LSU 2:00 
Apr.2 West Alabama 6:30 
Apr.4 @Auburn 6:30 
Apr.3 @ Auburn 3:00 
Apr.6 @Aubumn 1:30 
Apr.8 @NWSiae 7:00 
Apr.9 @Centenary 6:00 


Apr. LL Kentucky 6:30 
Apr. 12 Kentucky 2:00 
Apr. 13. Kentucky 00 
Apr. 16 South Alabama 6:30 


Apr. 18. @ Ole Miss 6:30 
Apr. 19 @ Ole Miss 4:00 
Apr. 20 @ Ole Miss 1:30 
Apr. 23. UAB 6:30 
Apr. 23. Arkansas 6:30 
Apr. 26 Arkansas 4:00 
Apr. 27. Arkansas 2:00 
Apr. 30. Samford 630 


May2 @Tennessee 6:00 

May 3  @ Tennessee 3:00 

May + @ Tennessee 1:00 

May 9 South Carolina 6:30 

May 10 South Carolina 3:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 

May 11 South Carolina 2:00 

May 13 Jacksonville State 6:30 

May 16 ppi St 6:30 

May 17 ppi St 2:00 

May 18 @ Mississippi St 1:30 

May 21- SEC Tournament 

May 25 @ Hoover Met 

May 30- NCAA Regionals 

June | @ campus sites 

June 6- NCAA SuperRegionals 

June 8 @ campus sites 

June 13- College World Series 

June 22 @ Omaha, Nebraska 


All times central 


Softball 


Date Opponent Time 
Stacy Winsberg @ Los Angeles 
Jan. 31- UCLA, Loyol 


Feb,2 Cal State 
Fun In Sun Classic @ Miami 
Feb, 7- Florida Atlantic, TBA 
Feb.9 Florida International, 

Ohio State 
Bama Bash 
Feb. 14- West. Kentucky, TBA 
Feb, 16 Southern Ill., Winthrop 
Leadoff Classic @ Columbus, Ga. 
TBA 


Feb, 26 @ Southern Miss 6:00 
Crimson Classic 

oe Penn State, TBA 

2 Kanas, Tex-Arlington 


@ Jacksonville St 6:00 
Arkansas (2) 1:00 
Arkansas 1:30 
5 @ Tennessee (2) Noon 
@Tennessee — Noon 
Southern Miss 6:00 
Troy State 6:00 
Kentucky (2) 1:00 
Kentucky 130 
@La-Lalayette 7:00 
@ LSU (2) 4:00 
@LSU 1:00 
Auburn (2) 5:00 
Auburn 2:00 
Ole Miss (2) 1:00 
Ole Miss 130 
@ Florida (2) 3:00 
@ Florids 
2 Mississippi St (2) 1:00 
Mississippi St 1:30 
@ So. Carolina (2) 4:00 
@So. Carolina Noon 
UT-Chattanooga 6:00 
Georgia Tech (2) Noon 
@Georgia(2) 1:00 
@ Georgia 2:00 
(Fox Sports South TV) 
SEC Tournament 

@ Plant City, Fla. 

5- NCAA Regionals 

@ campus sites 

2- College World Series 
@ Oklahoma City 


Event 
Alabama Relays 


Florida Relays 
@ Gainesville, Fla. 
28- Stanford Invitational 
@ Palo Alto, Calif. 
Sun Angel @ Tempe, AZ 
Ole Miss Invitational 
@ Oxford, Miss. 
Drake Relays 
@ Des Moine Tea 
Jesse Owens Inv 
@ Columbus, Ohio 
SEC Championships 
@ Knoxville, Tenn. 
NCAA Regionals 

a @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12- NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif, 


Apr, 26 
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Men’s Tennis 


Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 16- SECIndoor = TBA 
Jan, 19 @ Nashville 

Jan, 26 Troy State 9:00 


Jan. 26 Southern Miss 3:00 
Feb. 1 @ Northwestern 
Feb.7 Georgia Tech 
Feb.9 Jacksonville St 
Feb. 9 Georgia State 

b. 12 UT-Chattanooga 
Feb, 14 Ohio State 

Feb. 16 Florida State 
Feb. 19 @ MTSU 

Feb. 2 
Feb. 
Mar.2 @ Arkansas 
Mar.7 @ Tennessee 
Georgia 

Mar. 12 South Florida 
Mar. 14 Mississippi State 2: 
Mar. 16 Ole Mis 
Mar. 28 Florida 
Mar. 30 South Carolina 
@ Kentucky 

@ Vanderbilt 
@UAB 

@ Auburn 
Apr. 17- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Oxford, Miss. 

May 10- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 @ campus sites 

May 17- NCAA Championships 
May 26 @ Athens, Ga. 


Men's Golf 
Date Event 
Feb. 8- Gator Invitational 


Feb.9 @ Gainesville, Fla 
Mar. 7- UNLV Invitational 
Mar.9 @ Las Vegas 

Mar. 14- Rehling Invitational 
Mar. 16 @ Capstone Club 
Mar. 30- National Collegiate 
Apr] @ Tucson, Ariz. 

Apr. 5- Augusta St. Invil. 
Apr.6 @ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr. L1- Billy Hitchcock Invit. 
Apr. 12. @ Auburn 

SEC Championships 
@ Sea Island, Ga. 
May 15- NCAA Regionals 
May 17 @TBA 

May 28- NCAA Championships 
May 30 @ Stillwater, Okla. 


‘Women’s Tennis 


Date — Opponent Time 
Jan. 25 Georgia State 9:00 
Jan. 25 UT-Chattanooga 2:00 
Jan. 31 Washington State 5:00 
Feb.2 Penn State 10:00 
Mobile Collegiate 
8 Fla. International 1:00 
b.9 South Alabama — 1:00. 


5 Houston Noon 
20 West Virginia 1:00 
23 @ Florida State 11:00 


28 LSU 3:00 

ar, 2 Arkansas 1:00 
9 @Georgia Noon 
14 @ Mississippi St 1:00 
16 @ Ole M 1:00 

19 Minnesota 3:00 

, 28 @ Florida 4:00 
Mar. 30 @ So. Carolina Noon 
Apr. 4 Kentucky 3:00 
Apr.6 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Apr, 11 UAB 3:00 
Apr. 13. Auburn 1:00 


Apr. 18- SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 9- NCAA Regionals 

May 11 TBA 

May 15- NCAA Championships 
May 24 @ South Bend, Ind, 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event 

Feb, 9- Tulane Intercollegiate 
Feb, 10 @ New Orleans, La. 
Mar. 14- Lady Gamecock 

Mar. 16 @ Columbia, SC 
Mar. 24- Samford Invitational 
M: @ Birmingham 

Apr. 3- Liz Murphey Classic 
Apr.7 @ Athens, Ga. 

Apr. 18 SEC Championships 
Apr. 20 @ Lexington, Ky: 
May 8- NCAA Regional 

May 10 TBA 

May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 23 @ West Lafayette, Ind. 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Event 
Alabama Relays 


SEC Four-Way 

@ Athens, Ga: 
Georgia Tech Invite 
@ Atlanta, Ga, 

Sea Rays Relays 

@ Knonville, Tenn. 
Drake Relays 

@ Des Moines, lowa 
LSU Invitational 

@ Baton Rouge 


Date Event 

May 15- SEC Championships 
May 18 @ Knoxville, Tenn. 
May 30- NCAA Regionals 

May 31 @ Columbus, Ohio 
June 12. NCAA Championships 
June 14 @ Sacramento, Calif. 
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Tractors starting at 


Series 3000 Tractors 3) month 


$5 598 le of PREMIUM ENGINEERING FOR YOUR TOUGHEST JOBS. 
1 sale price 


= $9998 44° deck savings * Steel drive shaft * Cast-iron front axle 
* Shaft-driven deck * Fully welded steel frame 


4 59 O§ : * Cast-iron transmission + AutoHydro™ transmission 
1 your price 


Hurry in - Limited-Time Offer! 
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ATMORE, AL 1 334.280.0588 256-751-3555, 2 256-S866-6772 
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The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 
your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum? 
power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. 
The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 
tight moves. For more, visit or call 


A DRIVER’S LICENSE — 
IS ATERRIBLE.THING © 
TO WASTE. ae 


GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


DODGE 


% 
ee 


Caravan 


Stratus 


